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Tribute

Gratitude helps scale greater heights with grace
and creates conducive atmosphere to promote
growth. This principle, which is helps individual

to have tremendous human relations and lead happy
fulfilling life, is equally applicable to the society.
Professionals and departments that help the civil society deserve gratitude of
members of the society.

Today we are living in a country where some people say all men are equal
and still practice caste system; some believe women are inferior to men and throw
them away from marriage at will by uttering a “word” three times. Many
Politicians, bureaucrats still behave with colonial mindset and look down upon
citizens of this democratic country. Some businessmen adulterate every
commodity from food to life saving medicines without a blink. Criminals and
antisocial elements are ahead in using technologies to cheat and rob people in
many ways. 

Under these circumstances what helps a common man to be safe from these
forces? It is Police! Yes it may sound as an exaggeration or flattery at the first
sight. But, when we think of things like coming back home late in the night  or
our children going to schools – colleges  return home safely, driving vehicles on
busy roads, withdrawing large amounts of money from banks, sleeping peacefully
without fear of dacoits,  is it possible without vigilant police personnel. 

Police are there on duty 24X7 without weekly offs and irrespective of festivals! 
There are few black sheeps among police too. But a minority! Without active

surveillance of police personnel our daily life will be full of endless threats. We
need to thank the majority among the police who slog for safety of the society.
For those who have made the ultimate sacrifice by loosing life in maintaining law
and order, fighting anti social elements of various shades we need to pay our
homage. 

We at The News strongly feel our responsibility to pay tributes to police
martyrs; sincerely express gratitude to devoted police personnel who have safety
and security of the society as utmost priority. This tradition is being followed from
the inception of this publication by devoting our November issue every year as
Police Commemoration special. Present issue of The News in your hands is latest
in the continuing tradition.

Please join us in expressing gratitude all police personnel working under
different divisions. 
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THE NEWS NETWORK

In India, we have several days
declared as Martyrs’ Day. On
21st October every year Police

Martyrs or commemoration day is
observed. Telugu this day is
known as Police amaraveerula
dinotsavam Parades are held in all
police units as a mark of respect to
brave police martyrs, who
sacrificed their lives in the line of
duty. But why had Police Martyrs
Day? Let us see How Police
Martyrs or commemoration day
on 21 October has begun. It has
great history of significance
coupled with sacrifice.  

The history of commemoration
day traces back to 1959. In those
days Indian Police personnel were
responsible for manning the 2500
mile long border of India with
Tibet until the autumn. On October
20, 1959, three reconnaissance
parties were launched from Hot
Springs in North Eastern Ladakh in
preparation for further movement
of an Indian expedition which was
on its way to Lanak La. While
members of two parties returned to
Hot Springs by the afternoon of
that day, the third one comprising
of two Police Constables and a
Porter did not return. All available
personnel were mobilized early in
the next morning in search of the
missing personnel. 

A party of about 20 personnel
of the Intelligence Bureau and
CRPF led by  Karam Singh, DCIO

proceeded ahead on horseback,
while others followed on foot in
three Sections. At about mid-day,
Chinese Army personnel on a
hillock opened fire and threw
grenades at the party led by  Karam

Singh. Since there was no cover,
most personnel were injured. 10 of
them died, seven were taken
prisoner by the Chinese and the
remaining managed to escape.
Bodies of the 10 personnel were

Why 21 October
Police Martyrs Day?
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returned by the Chinese only on
November 28, 1959, full five
weeks after the incident. These
bodies were cremated with full
Police honours at Hot Springs.

After that the Annual
Conference of Inspectors General
of Police of States and Union
Territories of the country held in
January 1960 decided that October
21 would henceforth be observed
as Commemoration Day in all
Police Lines throughout India to
mark the memory of these gallant
men who were martyred in Ladakh
and all other Police personnel
martyred on duty during the year.
It was also decided to erect a
memorial at Hot Springs and, every
year, members of Police Forces
from different parts of the country
trek to Hot Springs to pay homage
to those gallant martyrs. Works
done on day the arms are reversed
and two minutes silence is
observed in the honour of the

departed souls. The names of
police martyrs of states, police and
paramilitary forces are read out, to
acknowledge with pride the
supreme sacrifices made by them.

At National capital New Delhi,
Police Commemoration Day is
observed every year on 21 October
at the Police Memorial,
Chanakyapuri. On this day, tributes
will be paid to the martyred Police
personnel.  The Martyrs Book will
be brought to the memorial in slow
march. Names of the martyrs, who
sacrificed their lives from 1
September previous year to 31
August of current year, are
announced on the occasion of
Police Commemoration Day. 

The guard presented arms in
Salami Sasthra and trumpeters
sounds the last post and flag of all
forces was slowly brought to half
mast. The martyrs who were
remembered belonged to all the
states of the country including

union territories.
As like every year across the

country on October 21 is observed
as Police Martyr’s Day. The day is
to commemorate and pay a solemn
tribute to those dedicated brave
souls who made supreme sacrifice
by laying down their lives in
service of Nation, while battling
the divisive, anti-national and anti-
social elements. This (2015 -16)
year in total ¬473 Police personnel
were killed all over the country
while on duty and in Telangana
State one Police Constable died
due to electrocution while saving
many people from the same fate.

Commemorative activities
organized in Telangana State:

A Commemoration week is
observed from 15-10-2016 to 21-
10-2016 throughout the State in all
Districts, Units and Battalions and
variety of programmes were
conducted:
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Open House (Police Stations
are open for observation by
the public) in Police Stations
was observed from 15th
October onwards. On these
days, students and citizens
from various schools,
colleges, youth clubs,
associations, citizen groups
etc. were invited to visit
their Police Stations and
interact with the Police
Officers. Finger Prints, Foot
Printing set, VHF sets were
displayed and children were
allowed to take finger prints
etc., to generate interest and
to open avenues of
conversation and
interaction. An exhibition
was also organized by the
Director, FSL for the school
children.
Essay writing, painting,
cartoons, debating, free
verse and writing
competitions were
conducted for School and
College students. The theme
was centered on Policemen
and their responsibilities.
Elocution, Essay writing,
Painting and Cartoon
competitions were held in
all districts for students on
the topic “Measures to be
taken by police officers for
women safety” and prizes
will be given on Police
Martyr’s Day. 
Essay writing competition
for Police men on topic “How
to build common man’s
confidence in police at
individual and society level”
was conducted in all the
districts/units from 15 to 17
October and prizes will be
given to top three winners.
This year, competitions were

also held for general public and
media personnel at  State  level
in “Photography”,  “Short
Video Film”, “articles/ press
clippings in print media” and
“video clippings in electronic
media”. The theme for the
competitions   was   “Smart
Policing – Role of social media

in community policing”.   Cash
prizes presented to the winners
on Commemoration Day
parade. 

On Police Martyr’s Day
Commemoration Parade was
held at Police Martyrs
Memorial, Goshamahal
stadium, Hyderabad. The arms
are reversed and two minutes
silence observed in the honor
of the departed souls.

The  names   of  Police
martyrs  of all States,  Police
and  para-military  Forces  are
read  out  to  acknowledge
with  pride  the  supreme
sacrifice made by  them.

Members of the news
media are cordially invited to
attend the Smriti Parade and
are requested to be seated at the
press gallery by 07.45 AM on
21st October, 2016. Members
of the public are also welcome
to attend the parade paying
tribute to our country’s Police
officials, who died while
striving to protect and serve
their country and its people.

Police constable
B.Sreenivas (PC 5572) of
Bahadurpura PS Hyderabad
City Died due to electrocution
on 7-3-2016 while trying to
save the lives of devotees at
Kashibugga temple, Kishan
Bagh, Hyderabad.  An ex-
gratia amount of Rs. 8 lakhs
from Bhadratha scheme was
paid to   the family members of

the deceased on March 11, this
year. The Insurance amount of Rs.
5 lakhs from Group Personnel
Accident Insurance Policy was also
paid to the family members of the
deceased PC on 23-8-2016.
Compassionate appointment to a
family member, is under
consideration. 

MARTYRS SPECIAL
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KISHAN RAO HOSPITAL
& LAPAROSCOPIC CENTRE

Tilaknagar, Main Road, Hyderabad - 500 044. Ph: 2756 1528
Dr. K. KISHAN RAO

M.B.B.S. (OSM)
D I R E C T O R
REGD. NO. 5890

PANEL DOCTOR FOR MIDHANI

Clinic / Residence
H.NO. 2-2-1167/11/1/A,

TILAKNAGAR MAIN ROAD,
HYDERABAD - 500 044

A NEW ERA IN HYDERABADI HOSPITALITY

3-2-848/1, Station Road, Kachiguda, Hyderabad - 500 027. Telangana
Phone: 040-24743388, Mobile: 8008300465,

E-mail: info@hotelvaishnaoi.co.in. www.hotelvaishnaoi.co.in



We salute police Martyrs 

M. VEVEKANAND
(Kapil Goud), 

MPTC, Jalpally, RR Dist.

K. DURGESH GOUD
Congress Leader

Aliabad Division Old City, Hyderabad

WE SALUTE POLICE MARTYRS

SWAMY DAYANAND
HIGHSCHOOL

#2-2-64/10, Turab Nagar, Baghamberpet, Hyderabad-30
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BYANURAG SHARMA, IPS

Telangana State Police is of
over fifty thousand personal.

They have been keeping vigil of
the society round the clock forgo-
ing their personal and domestic
requirements in the state. They
willingly take risk to protect com-
mon people from anti-social ele-
ments and extremists. In the
process they have to undergo se-
vere hardships, face physical at-
tacks. It is not uncommon for TS
police falling to the to the bullets
while string protect people and to
keep law and order in the state.
While police personal gives their
best on duty department makes
sure to put welfare of police per-
sonnel and their families its high-
est priority. Number of welfare
programmes initiated and imple-
mented by TS Police department
are aimed at improving the lives
it’s personal.

Many welfare measures have
been taken to help – support –
give confidence to the families of
the police personnel who laid
down their lives in the line of
duty.  In case of casualties due to
violence by extremists or terror-
ists, the bereaved families of con-
stables are paid an ex gratia of Rs
40 lakh each (enhanced recently),
while the bereaved families of
Head Constable to Sub-Inspector

rank officials are paid an ex gratia
of Rs 45 lakh each and the fami-
lies of inspector and above ranks
get an ex gratia of Rs 50 lakh.
Families of officers of the rank of
SPs and all IPS Officers are given
ex gratia of Rs. 1 Crore.

Many a times police personnel
get seriously injured. Those are
also taken care department. In
case of permanent incapacitation
Police Constable to Sub Inspector
are given a compensation of Rs
25 lakh and Inspector and Per-
sonal above that ranks - are given
a compensation of Rs 30 lakh and
Officers of the rank of SPs and all
IPS Officers Rs. 50 lakhs. In case
of grievous injury compensation
is of Rs. 5 lakhs for Constable to
inspector and Rs.6 lakhs for of the
rank of SPs and all IPS Officers is
given.

Further, the last drawn pay of
the deceased in such circum-
stances along with the HRA is
paid to the spouse or dependent
family member till the projected
date of retirement of the deceased.
Compassionate appointments and
house sites are provided to the
spouse or dependent family mem-
ber.

Free education is given to the
children of the deceased in gov-
ernment run residential schools
and junior colleges. Two percent
reservation in engineering seats,

0.25 per cent reservation in
MBBS, BDS courses has been
provided for the children of the
deceased. There are other benefits
including train travel concessions,
group personal accident insurance
policy, enrolment of widows into
‘Bhadratha’ scheme, coverage of
‘Arogya Bhadrata’ for the widow,
medical facilities for the family
members of the deceased.

Flag Fund
A Flag Fund has been created

for the rehabilitation of police
personnel injured in accidents or
during violence while discharging
their dues, sanction of scholar-
ships to the children of bereaved
families and sanction of full
maintenance allowance and full
fee in all recognized institutions.

The Flag Fund will be spent
for the following purposes, as per
the Flag Fund Rules. To organise
various programmes in connec-
tion with Police Commemoration
Day i.e. to hold parades and con-
duct commemoration week pro-
grammes, to produce films,
documentaries, songs, dramas
and conduct shows, performances
depicting sacrifices of Police per-
sonnel, to advertise by way of
pamphlets, hoardings, banners,
print media, TV, to conduct com-
petitions, publish books, host web
sites etc. for furtherance of the

ANURAG SHARMA, IPS

TS police welfare:
Protecting the
protectors 
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aims and objects of the fund.
To construct Martyrs Memori-

als and any other similar forms of
Police Commemoration. Rehabil-
itation of Police personnel injured
in accidents or violence, in dis-
charge of their duties, such as pro-
viding artificial limbs, hearing
aids and any other item not cov-
ered by Govt. medical reimburse-
ment. Sanction of Scholarships
(tuition fee) to the children of Po-
lice personnel, who are
injured/died in discharge of their
duties for the    studies from
Class-I to Post Graduation
courses in all recognized institu-
tions (Government and
private).Sanction of Full mainte-
nance allowance and full fee in all
recognized schools /colleges and
Universities (non-professional
courses) Payment of maintenance
allowance   to the student children
of martyred Police personnel.
Maintenance of   Police Boys
Hostel at Amberpet,   Hyderabad.
Tuition fee and   expenditure to-
wards clothing and boarding of
inmates is paid from the Flag

Fund. 
Sanction of Marriage grant of

Rs. 50,000 each up to two
daughters in respect of Police per-
sonnel, who had died or were
medically invalidated due to the
injuries   sustained, while on duty
and in service. Sanction of Rs.
12,000 per annum  to each boy
staying in  Police Boys Hostel at
Amberpet, Hyderabad  towards
tuition  fee  for  Class-I  to  XII
(Intermediate) from the Central
Flag fund. 10.Sanction of Rs.
10,000  towards incidental
charges from       the Unit  Flag
Fund  to the  families  of the de-
ceased Police   personnel  up  to
the  rank  of HC/ ASI  for any
kind  of    death while in service.
11. Sanction of Rs. 5,000 towards
incidental charges from The Unit
Flag Fund to the families of
Home Guards, who    die while in
service. The Flag Fund was sanc-
tioned for the following purposes
during the year from October,
2015 to September, 2016:

An amount of Rs. 9,70,000
was sanctioned from the  Flag

Fund to (2) PCs of Hyderabad
City who were injured in road ac-
cidents while on duty for provid-
ing artificial legs .An  amount of
Rs. 7,36,441 was spent from the
Flag Fund during the period from
1-10-2015 to 30-9-2016  for  run-
ning the Police Boys Hostel at
Amberpet, Hyderabad. Marriage
grant of Rs. 4, 00,000 was sanc-
tioned to the daughters of (8) de-
ceased Police personnel @ Rs.
50,000/- each.

Bhadratha
Another significant scheme

introduced by the police depart-
ment is Bhadratha.  Entire police
force including the ministerial
staff (59,552) is covered under
this scheme. An amount of Rs.
5.55 crores was paid to 180 de-
ceased families and in accidental
death cases Rs. 1.91 crores was
paid to 37 families. House loans
to a tune of Rs. 52.29 crores was
sanctioned to 639 members. An
amount of Rs. 21.77 crores to 186
members was sanctioned towards
Educational Loan. An amount of
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31.87 crores was sanctioned to
2415 members towards Personal
Loan. An amount of Rs. 1.00 lakh
was sanctioned to 3 members to-
wards Computer Loan. In 47
cases of Personal loans worth Rs.
29.00 lakhs and 9 cases of House
Building loans worth Rs. 49.00
lakhs were written-off during the
year as the members died. An
amount of Rs. 7.45 Crores has
been refunded to 1063 members
on their retirement, which was
contributed by them to the
scheme.

Arogya Bhadratha (ABS -Medical
Scheme)

Total 60,376 members in
Telangana State are covered
under Arogya Bhadratha Scheme.
Beneficiaries including spouse,
three dependent children and par-
ents of the Policemen, aggregate
to 4, 22,000. The scheme helps
members financially up to Rs.
8.00 lakhs in a financial year and
in special cases Rs. 15.00 lakhs.

At present 101 Super Spe-
cialty Hospitals all over Telan-
gana state are accredited under
this Scheme.  Applications of 92
new hospitals are under process
for empanelment under ABS (50
in Districts and 42 in Hyderabad
City).During the year, 16,367
members availed themselves of
the Scheme and an amount of Rs.
41.53 Crores was paid to the hos-
pitals for services rendered. Four
Medical camps were conducted
by ABS during the year for differ-
ent ailments. From the inception
of the scheme, 1, 18, 891 mem-
bers were provided treatment
under Arogya Bhadratha scheme.
An amount of Rs. 340.06 crores
was paid to the network hospitals.
Physically challenged dependent
children irrespective of their age,

are covered under this scheme.
Proposal for biennial Health
check up for Police personnel
over 40 years till superannuation
of service e (9 times) Implemen-
tation of CGHS-2014 rates have
been sent to the Govt. and the or-
ders are awaited

CENTRAL POLICE CANTEENS
CSD (Canteen Store Depot)

was established in 1927 for cen-
tral Armed forces. This facility
was extended to Central Police
Organizations in the year 2006.
Subsequently as a welfare meas-
ure, this facility was extended   to
all the State Police forces in the
country.

Govt. of India has so far sanc-
tioned 22 CPCs to various units in
Telangana, out of which 19 CPCs
have started functioning and the
remaining 3 CPCs will be opened
shortly.   The total members to be
covered under this scheme are
around 3.00 lakhs including re-
tired Police personnel and their
family members.    Nearly 212
firms/ companies manufacturing
branded products are supplying
all essential commodities and
consumer items to the CPCs at a
discount rate of 20 to 25 percent
of the market rate. Govt. has ex-
empted the items sold in CPCs
from value added tax.

Home Guards
The allowances have been en-

hanced for the Home Guards.
Duty allowance has been en-
hanced from Rs. 300  to Rs. 400
per day. Parade allowance is paid
@ Rs. 100 per month. Washing
allowance is paid @Rs. 150  per
month. Uniform and kit al-
lowance is paid @ Rs. 2,000 per
annum. Welfare Schemes pro-
vided to Home Guards are also

being implemented. The families
of Home Guards are paid ex-gra-
tia amount of Rs. 30 lakhs in case
of death, Rs. 20 lakhs in case of
permanent incapacitation and Rs.
3 lakhs in case of grievous hurt,
suffered in extremist and terrorist
incidents.

Implementation of Social Se-
curity Scheme for Transports,
drivers/Home Guars/Working
Journalist in Telangana State of a
coverage of Rs. 5 lakhs accidental
insurance for which an amount of
Rs. 2 lakhs will come from the
Pradhana Mantri Suraksha
Bheema Yojana(PMSBY)
Scheme and Rs. 3 lakhs from the
State Govt. The entire cost of pre-
mium for Rs. 5 lakhs accident in-
surance of beneficiary covered
under the Scheme shall be paid by
the State Govt.

An amount of Rs. 20,000 will
be paid from Central Welfare
Fund of Home Guards in acciden-
tal death cases. An amount of Rs.
15,000 will be sanctioned as grant
in case of natural death. For Chil-
dren’s education Rs. 1,000 to Rs.
4,000 will be sanctioned as a
grant. For marriage of daughter,
an amount of Rs. 5,000 will be
paid as grant (limited to one
child). As Medical assistance for
serious ailments/surgeries &
chronic deceases an amount of
Rs. 10,000 will be sanctioned as
grant. A grant of Rs. 10,000 will
be sanctioned in case of loss of
vital organs. Incidental charges of
Rs. 5,000 will be sanctioned from
the unit Flag Fund in case of
death while in service. Reserva-
tion in recruitment as Police Con-
stable has been provided ranging
from 5 to 10 percent in different
categories.

- The writer is Director 
General of Police, TS.
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Telangana State Police has
organized 1st Indian Police
Martyrs Memorial Run

(IPMMR) remembering the brave
men and women who sacrificed
their life in the line of duty on 16th
October. The event was organized
in Association with Ministry of
Home Affairs Government of India.

Beginning this Year IPMMR aims
to make this annual Calendar event
with the support from all the central
armed Police Forces and Central
Police Organizations among
Others. The race was started at
Peoples Plaza, Necklace road
Hyderabad.

This is an initiative to build
positive interface between the
police force and citizens to make

them public at large aware of the
huge security establishment outside
the Armed Forces that keep us safe.

The race started at Peoples
Plaza, Necklace Road, Hyderabad.
As many as 5000 participants from
all walks of life have joined the
Memorial Run in 3 categories.
Around 6,000 citizens took part in
the run, held in 2 km, 5 km and 10
km categories. The event was an

First Indian police
martyrs memorial run

MARTYRS SPECIAL
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endeavour by the police force to
build community engagement.

People-friendly policing can
change the perspective of masses
towards cops said Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh Governor ESL
Narasimhan, prior to flagging-off
the first Indian Police Martyrs
Memorial Run at the People’s Plaza
. He also participated in the Run.
“Normally people look at police in

a different way but Telangana
police would like to change the
perspective of people by executing
people-friendly policing,” the
Governor said. Appreciating the
Telangana police for initiating a
good step, he said, “People-friendly
policing initiative will be taken to
district and sub-divisional level for
more transparency.”

DGP, Anurag Sharma, said that

for the first time in the country, the
Telangana state police has
organised the Indian Police
Martyrs' Memorial Run inculcating
the first Indian Policy Expo in
association with the Ministry of
Home Affairs. The Indian Police
Expo is an integral part of the plan
to engage citizens and build
community engagement and
positive public interface. The
Central Armed Police Forces and
Central Police Organizations
exhibited their work and weaponry.

The Indian Police Expo is an
integral part of the plan to engage
citizens and build community
engagement and positive public
interface. The Central Armed Police
Forces and Central Police
Organisations exhibited their work
and weaponry.

The expo was inaugurated by
state Home Minister Nayani
Narasimha Reddy yesterday. It has
received overwhelming response
from public; the expo has been
extended for second day. Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel National Police
Academy (SVPNPA) Director
Aruna Bahuguna who attended as
guest said that such type of events
be held not only in Hyderabad but
to promote it all over the country to
remember the solidarity of
policemen. IPS offices working in
Hyderabad and from neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh attended the
memorial run.

Almost all the IPS officers
working in twin cities and from
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh
attended the memorial run. They
have expressed solidarity with
police will boost the spirit of those
families, who lost their beloved
ones and the police organisations
will feel emboldened with your
support for their Fallen Heroes /
Martyrs.

MARTYRS SPECIAL
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KALYAN K MITRA, IPS

Times are turbulent. The
country is facing innumer-
able problems both from

outside and within. Today the in-
ternal security scenario in the
country is grim. The Indian state
seems increasingly failing in pro-
tecting the life and property of its
citizens.

The cross-border terrorism in
Jammu & Kashmir, repeated ter-
rorist strikes in crowded city cen-
tres in different parts of the
country, ethnic insurgency in sev-
eral states in the North-East and
above all, the reign of terror by the
Naxals in some states are putting
India’s internal security at serious
risk.

These persistent security
threats are core issues needing ur-
gent attention from the govern-

ment because India’s much
vaunted march forward as a re-
gional power will depend on
whether or not we succeed in
overcoming the challenges.

The threats from various non-
state actors have posed severe
challenge to the state overshadow-
ing the traditional military threats
to India’s territorial integrity from
Pakistan and China. What is at
stake today is the stability and in-
tegrity of the nation. The ISI of
Pakistan, with covert assistance
from Bangladesh and Nepal, have
been training, funding and adding
and encouraging separatist groups
in Kashmir, various home grown
‘Jihadi’ terror cells in different
parts of the country and the insur-
gents in the North-East. There are
reasons to believe that the so-
called ‘left extremists’ are also re-
ceiving arms, equipment and

support from our neighbourhood.
It is important to note that

nearly all our internal security
problems have external dimen-
sions, one way or the other. A
large multi-ethnic, multi-religious,
diverse country with hundreds of
castes and tribes has inherent po-
tential for intra-state conflicts. The
problem has become all the more
acute because the state, even after
sixty nine years of Independence,
has failed to deliver social and
economic justice to vast majority
of its citizens despite tall promises
made in the constitution.

A democratic, free, liberal
country like ours is especially vul-
nerable because it offers endless
opportunities to terrorists and in-
surgents to operate, establish
bases, raise funds, procure
weapons, communicate and mobi-
lize support from the civil society.

Challenge of the hour is
internal security
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The ruling political elite and cor-
rupt, inefficient bureaucracy have
not only failed to govern and de-
liver the core services, they have
also demonstrated lamentable lack
of will and courage to adopt
strong measures and tackle the
growing threats to security.

The leaders in power have
politicized the response to terror.
They remain ever reluctant to
adopt strong legal measures for
fear of losing at the elections be-
cause tough terrorism-specific
laws, though passed in many dem-
ocratic countries in the west,
would be unpopular among a sec-
tion of India’s population.

According to the US state De-
partment’s recent annual report on
terrorism, India ranks among
world’s most terrorism afflicted
countries. The report also notes
that despite the government’s of-
ficial pronouncements, its
counter-terrorism efforts remain
hampered by outdated law-en-
forcement and legal systems.

Our security architecture, both
at the Centre and the states, needs
radical reform. The government at
the centre has taken certain meas-
ures following huge public out-
rage and media outbursts after the
Mumbai attacks in November
2008. But these measures are not
enough. Unless the civil society
demands fundamental changes,
the security scenario cannot be re-
versed in the foreseeable future.

After every major terrorist
strike, hue and cry is raised and
the government engages itself in
mainly fire-fighting operations to
mollify the people. But public
memory is notoriously short and
people soon forget what happened
and live their daily lives hoping
for the best. A sense of compla-
cency inevitably sets in and as a

result, no substantial change takes
place in the security management
apparatus.

The government has set up a
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) with much fanfare. It is just
another central investigation
agency empowered to investigate
certain specified offences under
eight laws including the ‘Atomic
Energy Act’ and ‘The Anti-Hi-
jacking Act’. It has no role what-
soever in prevention of terrorist
acts. Indeed, it can be wound up
or merged with the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) which
needs greater authority and power

to promptly take up investigation
of cases without waiting for con-
cerned state government’s consent
and concurrence. 

We have seen but failed to
draw lessons from the USA where
unified single Department of
Homeland Security was created
after 9/11 attack bringing together
multifarious security organiza-
tions in four divisions under one
umbrella. In India, we are heading
in the opposite direction by creat-
ing new additional institutions.

The government has taken
credit for giving greater teeth to

the Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act (UAPA), 1967 which re-
placed the tough Prevention of
Terrorist Act (POTA). There is no
doubt that the UAPA has been
strengthened but it still lacks the
special enforcement provisions
which POTA had, such as, admis-
sibility of confession before a Po-
lice Officer, burden of proof of
innocence on the accused, tougher
bail conditions and so on. The
fight against terror must focus on
external and domestic networking
and financing of terror which re-
main beyond the scope of routine
legislation such as the UAPA. It is

time that the logic of overriding
national interest finally prevailed
over petty short-sighted electoral
politics.

The need of the hour is an apex
body like National Counter Ter-
rorism Centre which will have the
database relating to all terrorist in-
cidents and terrorism related infor-
mation with powers to tackle all
aspects of terrorism - right from
prevention and pre-emption
through collection of inputs/intel-
ligence from central and state
agencies, coordination and shar-
ing of intelligence between central
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and state agencies to monitoring
investigation, prosecution and trial
of cases.

Finally and most importantly,
we need to examine our intelli-
gence set up and revitalize the In-
dian intelligence mechanism. The
performance of our agencies came
under sharp scrutiny of the Kargil
Review Committee. The govern-
ment appointed a task force fol-
lowing the report and its
recommendations were accepted
by the group of Ministers. How-
ever, nothing changed substan-
tially since then. The multi-agency
centre hardly took off the ground.
The National Security Council
and the joint Intelligence
Committee have become
almost dysfunctional.

The basic reform must
begin with a new multi-
discipline futuristic ap-
proach to collection and
dissemination of intelli-
gence. With rapid ad-
vances in technology and
information revolution,
the agencies will more and
more need talented ex-
perts, scientists, engineers, IT pro-
fessionals etc. in order to collect,
analyze and interpret vast quantity
of complex data from variety of
sources. The effectiveness of our
national intelligence effort will be
directly proportional to the quality
and skill of men and women re-
cruited by the agencies. This calls
for sufficient career incentives to
attract and retain qualified individ-
uals from the universities, private
sector, corporate world and insti-
tutes of excellence. In other
words, there is need for a para-
digm shift in national security cul-
ture so that lateral recruitment of
experts at all levels could be done
as and when necessary.

While structural reforms are
essential, any rethinking about in-
telligence will no doubt focus on
what kind of intelligence should
be or need to be collected. As
there is no institutionalized sys-
tems of tasking by the consumers
of intelligence and performance
audit, the agencies disseminate
whatever they collect, process and
analyze. Their typical product is
treated as free good. In the ab-
sence of regular feedbacks from
consumers, there is excessive re-
liance on reportorial current intel-
ligence because what is easy to
read is most likely to be read. Fur-
ther, the policymaker is often re-

luctant to accept information that
challenges past experience and
conventional wisdom. As a result,
the analysts in the agency work
under constant pressure for con-
formity and shun innovative, out
of the box conclusions. They sel-
dom anticipate scenarios that ap-
pear low in probability but high in
consequence. Since there is no ac-
countability, heads do not roll
when disaster strikes. It is time we
had legislative oversight of intel-
ligence activities to ensure ac-
countability of our agencies.

The state police forces and
their intelligence branches are
grossly unprepared to deal with
the challenges facing them. They

are under-staffed, under-equipped,
ill-trained and poorly paid. India
has one of the lowest police - pop-
ulation ratio in the world (142 per
100000). The ratio is 315 in the
USA, 290 in Australia, 300 in
Germany and 200 in the U.K. The
problem is further compounded
by huge chunk of the force wasted
for protection of the so-called
VIP’s. 

Another urgent and long pend-
ing task is police reforms and
modernization of the police in the
states. Internal security cannot be
maintained unless the states dis-
charge their constitutional duty to
secure peace and public order. The

political leaders have
neglected and politically
exploited the police and
their intelligence appara-
tus. This has, over the
years, adversely affected
the discipline, morale
and efficiency of the po-
lice. The much discussed
and long awaited police
reforms have yet to take
place due to reluctance
on the part of the politi-

cal leaders in the states cutting
across party lines.

The directives issued by the
Supreme Court in September
2006 have so far been complied
with by only a few states —
mostly in the North East. There
have been repeated demands since
long for replacing the outdated
Police Act of 1861 by a new Act
to ensure greater accountability of
the police and insulate the force
from political manipulation by
giving them greater autonomy.
Side by side with police reforms,
the entire criminal justice system
needs a thorough overhaul.

(The author is former Direc-
tor General, Security)
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BYA K VERMA

Why do people in India
love to look down on
the police? The seeds

of the mystery are buried in the
deep history of the British Raj, so
deep that the modern narrative on
the subject hardly ever brings it
under scrutiny. The act made by
colonial rulers continues with out
taking note that monarchy is re-
placed by democracy and country
is now ruled by elcected peoples
representatives. 

The original culprit is the Po-
lice Act of 1861 which laid the
foundations of the current police
systems in the country. The Act
was a creation to safeguard the

Raj and its officialdom and not
the interests of the people. The
Act, among other measures, es-
tablished the rural police to con-
trol crime and law and order in
the villages of the country. The
rural police who were expected to
patrol the villages were not pro-
vided funds for transportation or
food while on tour. They were ex-
pected to live off the ground. The
practice grew into the ‘hafta’
habit, overlooked by the adminis-
tration on one hand but treated as
unwarranted imposition by the
people at large.

The Police Act of 1861 did not
see any change when India
emerged as an independent nation
in 1947. The new executive infra-

structure continued to exercise the
same absolute control over the
police through the mechanism of
superintendence enshrined in the
law. The systems were not altered
to bring them in line with those in
other democracies of the world
that all preferred to give their po-
lice an autonomous status for it to
function in an independent ac-
countable fashion. Only auto-
cratic or despotic dispensations
like to keep their police structures
under their thumb. 

For the Indian Police passage
of India from colonialism to inde-
pendence only amounted to
change of masters. Instead of the
earlier Raj agenda, the police
were now constrained to support

Cause of public contempt

Missing police reforms 



24

MARTYRS SPECIAL

The News You Like
NOVEMBER, 2016

party and personal briefs. Whims
and fancies of the ruling classes
now defined what needed to be
done or avoided. The interests of
the common men were never the
prime consideration of the powers
that be. The Aam Admi(Common
men) in independent India also
continued believing that police
was no friend of his.

The Indian Evidence Act
added to the miseries of the police
and enhanced the distrust which
the society had for the police.
This law stipulated that no con-
fession made before a police offi-
cial would on its own constitute
valid evidence in a court of law ir-
respective of his rank. In other
flourishing democracies of the
world the word of a policeman

has the same value in a law court
as that of any other government
functionary.

The Constitution of the coun-
try also handicaps the operational
objectives of the police. When it
makes police a subject within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the
States, it automatically denies the
Centre any rights to constructive
deliberation on police issues. This
has resulted in numerous prob-
lems since the police remain at
the mercy of the state executive.
The magnitude of the resultant
harm is glaringly evident in the
way terrorism and Maoism, ar-
guably the most sinister threats to
national security, are being han-
dled in the country. No national
policy to tackle them can be

evolved. There is no national co-
ordination. No effective single na-
tional instrument to deal with
them holistically can be created.
The menace is forever enlarging
and advancing into new regions
but the central or state rulers re-
main helpless to find effective
remedies. 

This results in a cognitive
blackout in the minds of the peo-
ple. They remain unaware that the
resulting law and order problems
or their sense of insecurity are not
all because of police failures but
because of a structure of laws and
the vested interests of its benefi-
ciaries that make such failures in-
evitable. Disgust against the
police naturally soars 

Such an unfortunate predica-
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ment of the police is well recog-
nized since long by the well wish-
ers of the police. 

Numerous commissions at the
central and state levels after deep
scrutiny of all the factors have
suggested a slew of reforms to
convert police into a people
friendly effective, accountable
and transparent institution. A
committee under the eminent
lawyer, Soli Sorabjee, drafted a
new Police Act to replace the Act
of 1861 but the state or central ad-
ministrations have shown com-
plete indifference to the
recommendations. Their attitude
proclaims that let the people suf-
fer or the police have a damaging
image but they cannot let go of
their powers of superintendence

over the police as otherwise their
freedom to use police any way
they want will get curtailed.

Seeing no other way out some
activists finally took the matter to
the Supreme Court in 2006
through a PIL. In 2008 the
Supreme Court gave mandatory
directions which would make po-
lice autonomous in investigations,
guarantee them at various levels a
minimum tenure of posting and
free the appointments of Director
Generals of Police from the para-
lyzing control of the executive
heads of the governments. A
mechanism was also provided to
look exhaustively into complaints
against the police. Sad to say the
mandatory orders of the Supreme
Court have not been implemented
by any one and none has been
held accountable.

Be that it may, this much re-
mains certain, the infirmities of
the police and its consequential
impact on the sensitivities of the
people will stay as they are, for
long years to come if such a
mindset continues. The conflicts
between political assertiveness
over the police and simple needs
of people for security and stability
lead to many legal, moral and
philosophical riddles. The police
under no circumstances should
cross the red lines of law and
human rights but the state fails to
provide them with alternatives to
operate effectively and decisively
in Maoist affected environments
without causing alienation among
people.

The criminal justice systems
of the country and societal fault
lines worsen the police image,
making policing a democratic so-
ciety a thankless job. Rampant
corruption among bureaucrats,
politicians and judiciary has made

crime a low risk and high profile
business. The judicial system
gives no joy to the people because
of its bullock cart speed. Under
trials constitute the majority pop-
ulation in jails. The police public
ratio in India is about 113 per lakh
of population when it should be
around 232 -245 according to in-
ternational standards. The police
are simply unable to cope with its
various burdens and its image
plummets. In Delhi, three police-
men are deployed to guard every
VIP. For the rest of the citizens
there is one for over 700. 

The nature of the Indian soci-
ety throws up constantly big chal-
lenges for the police. Its
linguistic, ethnic and religious di-
visions often create confusing
scenarios for the police. Local
loyalties and prejudices make
short work of the larger commit-
ments which a citizen must be
presumed to hold for his country.
In the cross fire between narrow
interests and abiding values the
police turn out to be the ultimate
losers.

In UK the police are now a
well loved institution. Police in
India should be given the same
pedestal that the judiciary enjoys.
This can only happen if all the
stake holders here do their bit. It
is wrong to say that the police are
failing the government and the so-
ciety. On the contrary it is the
government and the society that
are failing the police. Like in the
case of government even in po-
lice, a society gets the police it de-
serves. If the society will not rise
to higher values, neither will the
police.

(The author is former presi-
dent, The Association of Retired

Senior IPS officers)
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N K SINGHAL, IPS

Can the police in India ever
earn the trust of the com-
mon man? If yes, when?

The questions were put to me by
one of my nephew on a visit to
India recently from the USA,
where he has been settled for the
last 10 years, teaching in a uni-
versity. The queries were
prompted by his experience in
towns in India that he had visited
of reluctance on the part of peo-
ple to approach the police, even
where police help could be
validly sought and justifiably ex-
pected, unless the matter was se-
rious and police intervention
unavoidable.

My nephew explained, in
America, police response is usu-
ally prompt and attitude sympa-
thetic and helpful to the person in
distress. On the contrary, in India,
he found the general public im-
pression to be that reporting to
police would be an exercise in fu-
tility and could even turn out to
be an invitation to prolonged ha-
rassment. Police would often
avoid registering a report, at least
promptly, much less responding
quickly.

Reporting to the police might
entail endless visits to the police,
and later to the courts (if the mat-
ter reached there), and, finally,
often with no results after years,
sometimes decades, of wait. Even

worse, the aggrieved himself
could be pressurized to pay for
police help or compromise with
the aggressor, especially if the
latter happened to be a person of
means or resources. A person
from non-affluent background or
without any ‘approach’ (read as
'common man'), might not even
get a civil treatment at the police
station. In his perception, the po-
liceman usually is an insensitive
and corrupt bully. How does any-
one expect him to trust the police
in this scenario?

This despite the fact that the
policeman, by all accounts, is one
of the most overworked func-
tionaries of all the government
departments, working invariably

Police badly need
Winning trust of people



MARTYRS SPECIAL

27The News You Like
NOVEMBER, 2016

for more than the normal 6-8
hours for most other government
servants, with generally no over-
time allowance or weekly offs,
not even festival holidays to cel-
ebrate with his family. He has to
slog the beat when others sleep,
come rain, hail or biting winter
cold. The risks in his job are in-
creasing every day; he not only
faces mob violence during riots
and agitations but is also being
increasingly targeted by crimi-
nals, terrorists and other unruly
elements. Every year about 1000
policemen, both from civil police
and paramilitary forces are killed
on duty.

This also despite the well-ac-
cepted recognition now of the im-
portance of community
cooperation and participation for
meaningful and effective policing
and initiatives by police officers
in several states to involve the
community in policing—Com-
munity Liaison Groups (on a
model developed under a UNDP

Project), Neighbourhood Watch,
Thana Committees, Mohalla
Committees, Dost, Senior Citi-
zens’ Schemes, Friends of the Po-
lice etc. While these set ups, no
doubt, help in better sensitization
of policemen and improving po-
lice-community interface, espe-
cially in the area of their
operation, they have their limita-
tions. Particularly, they have not
been able to bring about an over-
all attitudinal change in police-
men, which is essential for
earning the trust of the people.
Problems are understood to be
faced under such schemes due to
various factors, such as:

Difficulty in sensitizing the
policemen as a whole. Temp-
tation for unscrupulous elements
among the public to join for their
own ulterior motives. Loss of in-
terest and momentum with pas-
sage of time, and more
particularly, after the transfer of
the officer on whose individual
initiative such schemes are often

started.
As I told my nephew, there is

no simple solution or answer to
his query. Besides the deficien-
cies, operational and attitudinal
— in police functioning itself,
there are several other factors
also which distance the common
man from the police not being the
‘servant of law’ under our sys-
tem, its subservience to political
and bureaucratic control and in-
terference, the historic back-
ground of Indian police, the very
nature — negative particularly of
its enforcement duties, some pro-
visions in the law which them-
selves are based on lack of trust
in the police, manner of function-
ing (non-functioning) of the
criminal justice system etc.

While more intensive and sus-
tained efforts will need to be
made with regard to external fac-
tors enumerated above, the basic
requirement for the police to
achieve public acceptance and
earn the confidence of the com-
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mon man would be to put its own
house in order. National Police
Commission had analysed police
partiality, corruption, and failure
to register cognizable offences as
some of the most important fac-
tors for the unsatisfactory police-
public relations. These evils in
police functioning will need to be
targeted vigorously and unspar-
ingly.

As brought out by National
Police Commission, the negative
image of police is often more
among those whose opinions
were based on what they had
heard than those who interacted
with the police. The biggest con-
tributor to this ‘hearsay’ negative
image is the media, both print
and electronic (including the in-
creasing number of soaps and
talk-shows on the small screen),
which usually gives much larger
space to police failures, func-
tional as well as behavioural, than

its achievements or constraints
and limitations under which it has
to function. While any real image
change has necessarily to be
based on better professional per-
formance and improvement in
behavioural aspect of police
functioning, steps for better sen-
sitization of the media would also
be imperative. 

Besides accessibility and
transparency in dealing with
them, continuous interaction, in-
cluding at higher editorial levels,
for a balanced projection of po-
lice functioning and clarifying
the correct facts, in case of any
instances of serious or biased re-
porting, should be of help in this
regard.

The trust of the ‘common
man’ would be truly won the day
he, when in distress or need of
bona fide police help, can walk
into a police station with the con-
fidence of being treated in a civil

manner with empathy and getting
prompt and fair response without
having to take recourse to any
‘approach’ or corrupt practice, ir-
respective of his own economic
or social status or that of the ag-
gressor/offender. Till then, no
number of ‘community policing’
measures, under whatever name
or guise, would be of much help.
Bringing this ethos to the police
would need determined and unre-
lenting efforts on the part of po-
lice leadership — through
training and sensitization inputs,
constant advising and cajoling,
inspiring by example, unsparing
action against those not respond-
ing to these efforts and opera-
tionalising and enforcing
accountability on the supervisory
chain.

(The author is Retired IPS Of-
ficer who was Associated with
Indian Intelligence for Long)
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Police Commemoration Day is
observed on October 21

every year to mark the
martyrdom of policemen killed
in Ladakh in 1959 and to pay
tribute to all other police
personnel killed in line of duty
during the year. The Annual
Conference of Inspectors
General of Police of States and
Union Territories held in January
1960 decided that October 21
would henceforth be observed as
Commemoration Day in all
Police Lines throughout India to
mark the memory of these gallant
men who were killed in Ladakh
and all other Police personnel
killed on duty during the year.It
was also decided to erect a
memorial at Hot Springs and,
every year, members of Police
Forces from different parts of the
country trek to Hot Springs to
pay homage to those gallant
martyrs.

On the National Police
commemoration day 21st
October, Police officers and other
dignitaries Participates in the
Police Commemoration Day
Celebration, at Police Martyrs
Memorial and offers tributes to
policemen, who sacrificed their
lives for the nation.

As the nation commemorated
the sacrifices of the police

It’s time to honour
the fallen

Since 1961 more than 34000 Police personnel have sacrificed their
lives for security of the nation and service to the society. Thirty
seniors IPS officers also martyred during the same time. The

names of this all India Service officer who sacrificed their live in
fighting with anti nationals for providing security and protecting

law & order are:

G.S. ARYA
(1950 UP )

L.B. SEWA 
(1958 AM )

A.S. ATWAL
(1964 PUNJAB)

K. PANCHPAGESAN
(1974 UT )

V.K. MEHTA (1972
WEST BENGAL)

A.K. ARORA (1984
RAJASTHAN)

A.S. BRAR
(1979 PUNJAB) 

K.R.S. GILL (1982
PUNJAB)

SITAL DASS (1976
PUNJAB)

VANDANA MALIK
(1987 MT)

R.P. VERMA
(1974 BIHAR)

DAULAT SINGH
NEGI (1976 AM)

AJIT SINGH EC-
(1968 PUNJAB)

GOBIND RAM
(1975 PUNJAB)

G.P. NAIDU
(1987 AP)

K.S. VYAS
(1974 AP)

VED PRAKASH
(1989 NAGALAND)

RAVI KANT
SINGH (1987 AM)

R.N. HOPINGSON
(1992 MT)

RAMAN PRAKASH
(1990 GUJARAT)

MAHESH MURALDHAR

BHAGWAT, IPS



personnel yet again during the Police
Commemoration Day on 21st October
, 2016 Friday  the forces have renewed
its demand that the dead personnel be
declared 'shaeed' (martyr).The
personnel of the three services --
Army, Navy and Air Force -- are
called 'martyrs' when they are killed
during duty, but there is no official
notification or order till date which
states that men and women of police
and paramilitary forces who get killed
in anti-Naxal operations or while
rendering internal security duties
regularly are honoured as 'shaheed'.

Gallantry, courage, motivation,
derring-do, fighting spirit. The police
forces of India have plenty of them.
They have shown their mettle in more
than one battle. They looked straight

into death and laughed fearlessly.
They died for our new dawn. Our
heartfelt tributes to these great
leaders, who led by example and put
them in the line of fire first before

their subordinates. It’s time to
honour the fallen. Salutes to the
brave police officers!

Writer is Commissioner of

Police, Rachakonda.

MARTYRS SPECIAL

C. UMESH
CHANDRA (1991 AP)

AJAY KUMAR SING
(1995 BIHAR)

K.C. SURENDRA
BABU (1997 BIHAR)

MD AMIN  BHAT
(J & K)

T. THANGTHUAM
(1979 MT)

ASHOK M KAMTE
(1989 MAH)

BINOD KUMAR
CHOUBEY (1998 MP)

HEMANT KARKARE
(1982 MAH)

NARENDRA
KUMAR (2009 MP)

AMARJIT BALIHAR
(2003 ZARKHAND)



MARTYRS SPECIAL

31The News You Like
NOVEMBER, 2016

Greyhounds is a special force
of the states of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh states

which undertakes high risk
operations against leftwing terrorists
This elite force Greyhounds, was
founded in 1989. It is established by
a determined IPS officer K.S. Vyas.
He has raised it with the main
objective of dealing effectively with
the left wing extremism. The
commando force, with the help of
inputs given by the Special
Intelligence Bureau (SIB), has been
able to chase away the Maoists from
the state and still keeps the outlaws
at bay.

Though just 3,000 men for a
large state like undivided Andhra
Pradesh, the Greyhounds get
training almost comparable to that
of the NSG. Today, Greyhounds
academy imparts commando
training for police personnel from
the Maoist affected states in fighting
the outlaws. But the Greyhounds do
not recruit personnel directly. It only
takes personnel on deputation from
other units, mainly from APSP after
testing their strengths. The state's
paramilitary force, TSSP and APSP,
are the feeding units for the
Greyhounds.

The selected personnel aged less
than 25 years would be given
commando training to fight Maoists
in the thick jungles. The

Greyhounds training is very tough
and very effective that even
paramilitary forces, police forces
from other states and even
neighbouring countries are sending
select personnel for training at the
Greyhounds academy.

The force moves around in
small bands of 15-25 commandos.
They are specially trained for deep
forest pursuit and combat.
Greyhounds commandos are
deployed in jungles after analysing
the intelligence inputs and in perfect
coordination with the district police
units to function through local
police in specific situations.
Greyhounds commandos also
provide security cover for VIPs and

VVIPs, besides helping local police
in times of grave law and order
troubles and natural calamities.

Till few years back then Andhra
Pradesh was one of the strongest
place for the Maoists in India. They
are reported to have shown this as a
model for various other rebel forces
in an alleged meeting. With
Greyhounds in action over the past
two years, the rebel ranks have
fallen from around 1,000 hardcore
members to some 400 today.
Greyhounds created a grass root
level network of informers and
maintained a constant touch with
the masses. They penetrated the
strong holds by not excess force but
by persuading them. This helped

GREYHOUNDS:
TOP NOTCH

POLICE FORCE D BAL REDDY
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them in gathering more information
than any other police force. They
maintained a Special Intelligence
Branch to monitor these activities.
They are the first to use the counter-
guerrilla tactics in police forces, to
a great effect.

They received a great deal of
support from successive
governments in terms of money,
logistics and moral support. They
are provided with modern arms,
communication equipment, night
vision glasses, bullet proof vests,
sleeping bags and dry rations and
every other required. The support
from public started after their
success stories came out and still
enjoy awe from people here.

They also get 60 per cent more
than normal pay. The state's counter-
insurgency response was crafted on
a thorough understanding of the
Maoist 'protracted war' model.
Though the Greyhounds operate as
the elite spearhead in operations, the
operational capacities of the entire
police force have been dramatically
augmented. All directly recruited
officers in the state, from Assistant

Sub-Inspectors (ASIs) to IPS
probationers, undergo training at the
Greyhound training centres. They
serve tenure of just three years, and
then are posted into the District
Guard, which has augmented the
fighting capacities of the police.

Moreover, a special force of
young officers and men has been
created in each district. The norms
for buildings, protective walls,
guarding, lighting, weaponry and
manpower for each police station
and post in Telangana and AP are
probably unmatched in the country.
There has been enormous
investment in the modernisation of
weapons, communications, and
transport and support technologies
for each police station. Intelligence
capacities have been augmented at
all levels and the state even has a
scheme of cash awards for arrest or
elimination of Maoist leaders.

Greyhounds commandos have
been making enormous sacrifices.
Despite tough training, its
commandos face various health
problems, particularly viral fevers
and knee joint pains because of the

terrain in which they work.
As many as 57 Greyhounds

personnel had been killed in the line
of duty so far. Of this, 35 personnel
were killed in just one incident at
Balimela in the state of Odisha on
June 29, 2008 when Maoists had
ambushed a boat carrying
Greyhound jawans in the reservoir
at Alampaka. Altogether 38 persons,
including 35 Greyhound jawans
from Andhra Pradesh, had been
killed in the attack.

Greyhounds completed their
basic objective, to check the growth
of Maoists power in the AOB and
Telangana region. The Nallamala
forest which is once the most
dreaded place in the state is now
safe enough to go. They created a
great network of operators and
informers who can monitor every
activity of the Maoists in the state.
They were praised as the best
Counter Insurgency Police force
and other states, Central Forces are
asked to replicate them.

(The author is a Special
Correspondent with The News

magazine)
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BY D. BAL REDDY

They are trained to tackle
any situation. Naturally
popular by nickname as

‘Situation Specialists’. The Spe-
cial Police (SP), the armed wing
of the police departments of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
states have personnel   trained to
tackle almost any situation with
efficiency, utmost courage and
commitment. The Telangana
State Special Police (TSSP) and
Andhra Pradesh Special Police
(APSP) men aid the local police
in tackling major law and order
problems such as counter-ex-
tremist operations, riots and nat-
ural calamities within and outside
the state.

The TSSP and APSP forms
about one sixth of the police
forces of the two states. Their
contribution and significance can
be assumed with the fact that a
majority of the elite anti-extrem-
ist wing, the Greyhounds com-
mandos are drawn from the TSSP
& APSP. Further, these two spe-
cialized police wings are also the
feeder force for district and city
armed reserve units in the state.

Constant training and up gra-
dation of skills are the key as-
pects of TSSP & APSP in view of
the fast changing internal security
scenario where disruptive and
terrorist forces adopt latest tech-
niques in low intensified warfare.

To keep these two police
wings battle worthy at all times to

meet any challenge likely to be
thrown up by disruptive ele-
ments, the special police wing
has targeted 100 per cent re-
fresher training for all its men
and officers at least once a year.
In-service courses are organized
in all battalions regularly with
this objective in mind.

TSSP & APSP is deployed
whenever major bandobast
arrangements are to be made for
events like Ganesh festival,
Bonalu, political events, riot con-
trol and guarding police stations
in sensitive areas etc. TSSP &
APSP is also deployed in times of
natural calamities to help victims.

It is the TSSP?&?APSP per-
sonnel who first face the bullets
of the disruptive elements in case
there is an attack on the police
stations because the TSSP &
APSP personnel are deployed in
almost every police station lo-
cated in the extremist affected
areas.

Of late, there has been
tremendous work pressure on the
TSSP & APSP personnel due to
growing demand for their serv-
ices within and outside the state.
The work pressure has been
keeping the TSSP & APSP per-
sonnel away from their homes for
longer periods than stipulated
time inviting criticism from the
families of the personnel.

However, higher-ups of the
police department initiated cer-
tain measures in a move to ease
pressure on the personnel by pro-
viding conveniences to their fam-
ilies. Besides, the department has
started central police canteens at
almost all the battalion headquar-
ters where police personnel can
get everything at subsidized
prices on the lines of military
canteens.

(The author is Special 
Correspondent with The

News Magazine)

Battalions of situation
specialist police
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Andhra Pradesh police de-
partment has observed
21st of October as the

Police Commemoration Day.
Tributes are paid to police person-
nel who laid down their lives, for
the nation. In the Residual state of
A.P., fortunately, no police per-
sonnel have been killed by anti-
social elements though 14
personnel lost their lives, while on
duty, on account of accidents.  

Many programmes were con-
ducted on the eve of police com-
memoration day.

Police Commemoration Week
was observed from 15 to   21 Oc-
tober in all Police Districts / Com-
missionerates, Training Centers
and APSP Battalions. During this
week, the following programmes
conducted in all the Districts. 

Open House Police Stations
are open to the public. Students
and local citizens are invited to

visit their neighboring Police Sta-
tions and to interact with the po-
lice personnel, in order to develop
trust and confidence in police.
Competitions in Elocution, Essay
Writing, Painting and Cartoon
Drawing, are conducted for
School and College students. The
themes centre on policeman and
the Police Department. Essay
writing for Police personnel was
also conducted on the topic “Use
of Technology in Policing”. Elo-
cution and Essay writing: - for
School/College students, on   the
topic "Use and Misuse of Social
Media – Role of Police”. Prizes
are given to those securing 1st,
2nd and 3rd   positions in the
events. Blood donation camps
have been organized in all dis-
tricts and Battalions.

Police Commemoration Day
at 08.00hrs, Police Commemora-
tion Parade was held at the India
Gandhi Municipal Stadium, Vi-
jayawada. Arms will be reversed

and silence will be observed for
two minutes in honour of the de-
parted souls. The names of all the
Martyrs of various State Police
and Para-military forces will be
read out to acknowledge the
supreme sacrifice made by them.

The families of all the de-
ceased police personnel were paid
Rs: 5.00 to 10.00 lakh, towards
Group Personal Accidental Insur-

AP pays tributes tomartyrs
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ance by the Insurance Company
besides Rs. one lakh towards ex
gratia by the Government.

Welfare oriented insurance
schemes:

The insurance schemes which
were launched by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India viz.,
Pradhana Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (for those aged        18 -
70 years), Pradhana Mantri Jee-
van Jyothi Bima Yojana (for those
aged         18 - 50 years) and Atal
Pension Yojana were widely pub-
lished among the men and offi-
cers of the Department for its
renewal in 2016-17 and to avail
the benefits which they are eligi-
ble. The response has been over-
whelming.  

Flag Fund:
On the eve of the Police Com-

memoration Day, Government
permitted the Police Department
to collect voluntary donations by
way of sale of Commemoration
Flags and Vehicle Stickers, at a
nominal cost of Rs:-10/- each, all
over the state. The proceeds of the
Flags and Stickers are divided be-
tween the Unit Flag Fund and the
Central Flag Fund. The amount,
so collected, is spent on organiz-
ing various programmes in con-
nection with the Police
Commemoration Day. Rehabilita-
tion of Police personnel injured in
accidents and   violence, by pro-
viding artificial limbs, hearing
aids and any othe   items. Sanc-
tion of Scholarships to the chil-
dren of Police personnel, who are

injured/died in discharging of
duty, from Class-I to Post Gradu-
ation courses. Maintenance of Po-
lice Boys’ Hostels at Nellore and
Guntur (U). Sanction of tuition
fee, clothing and boarding
charges from Class-I to XII   (In-
termediate) for the inmates.

During the last one year (up to
30-09-2016) under Police Welfare
Scheme Assistance was provided
to police personnel. In (29) cases,
a total sum of Rs.60.42 lakh was
claimed against Group Personnel
Accident Insurance Policies for
the Police personnel who met
with unnatural death/injuries,
while in service. 

Rs. 16.00 Lakh was sanc-
tioned as ex-gratia to the legal
heirs of 16 police personnel who
met unnatural death or died in
natural calamities @ Rs.1,
00,000/- each, while on duty. An
amount of Rs.63.20 lakh was
sanctioned towards Corpus Fund
/ Widow Fund as a result of the
death of 158 members due to both

natural and unnatural causes.
Medical loans to the tune of
Rs.1.25 Crore have been sanc-
tioned to 412 members. The entire
Police force, including the minis-
terial staff, numbering 61,515 is
covered under the Bhadratha
Scheme. They members are also
covered under the Arogya
Bhadratha Scheme.

Extension of accidental coverage
to the Home Guards:

The Government of AP have
extended the coverage of acciden-
tal insurance to 15,254 Home
Guards of  the AP Police Depart-
ment, as follows: Accidental death
/ 100 % disability  - Rs: 2.50 lakh.
Injury-   As per the nature of injury
an amount of Rs: 24, 00,000/- was
paid by the Government towards
annual insurance premium for the
year 2015-16. During this
year, 10 Home Guards expired,
while on duty and each families
are paid Rs.2.50 lakh towards ex
gratia. 

AP pays tributes tomartyrs During this year, the following 14 police personnel have died while on duty.

Sl.
No

Rank &
Genl.No

Name
Name of the

Unit
1. SI 1077 Sk. Jamsheed Basha Guntur Rural 

2. PC 2003 G. Durga Naga Malleswara Rao Guntur Rural

3. PC-784 D. Prasad Naidu Y.S.R, Kadapa

4. ARPC-2273 N. Adinarayana Srikakulam

5. HC-1925 V. Hajarath Rao Nellore

6. ARPC-6 P. Thirumala Nellore

7. PC-2921 D. Rambabu East Godavari

8. PC-660 D. Milanda Kumar East Godavari

9. PC-1837 D.V. Gopal Reddy CID

10. ASI 858 Sri Jonnada Dhana raju West Godavari 

11. ASI 850 Md. Jan Pasha Krishna 

12. PC-3989 S. Ramesh Chittoor 

13. PC-2165 P. Sathish Chittoor

14. ARHC-1530 U. Venkataiah Chittoor
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Heroic sacrifices for society
THE NEWS NETWORK

Commander is one who leads by deeds. Many
think that police officers sit in a comfortable

air conditioned room to order staff to face and con-
tain a crisis. It may be true with some officer who
are untrue to their profession and deceive their own
consciousness. Bur many senior police officers in
both the Telugu states lead their subordinate from
front. Doing so few have made the ultimate sacri-
fice, their very lives for protecting the people. The

News presents short profiles of four such senior
police officers who laid down their lives in the line
of duty. 

The four fallen heroes are K S Vyas, Paradesi
Naidu, Chadalawada Umesh Chandra and G Krishna
Prasad. While Krishna Prasad was assassinated by
Islamic fundamentalists, the other three officers were
killed by the left wing extremists. Years might have
passed, much water might have flown but their
subordinates – colleagues – friends and people did not
forget them and their sacrifice.

Kota Srinivasa (KS) Vyas was an Andhra Pradesh cadre Indian Po-
lice Service (IPS) officer of the 1974 batch. Vyas was the first
superintendent of police for the Vijayawada urban district, which

was formed in 1983. He became a cult figure among youths in the State
wanting to join the police force.

Vyas successfully dealt with Vijayawada Rowdy menace in 1980's.
He was the first police officer to arrest the goons and in one incident he
arrested Vangaveeti Ranga and instead of taking him to the police station
by police van, he made Ranga walk the entire two KM. This incident was
a sensation at that time and instantly made him a hero.

Vyas is known as founder of Greyhounds, the elite anti-naxalite police
force. But, his achievements through policing by obtaining people’s con-
sent. Years ago, it used to be utter chaos with rickshaws parked haphaz-
ardly near the Vijayawada railway station and the rickshaw pullers
mobbing passengers. After being posted as SP there, Mr. Vyas convened
a meeting of the rickshaw puller associations and convinced them to keep
rickshaws in a row so that every rickshaw puller would get passengers on
first come first serve basis. This ended the pandemonium at the station.
With his honesty and uprightness, Mr. Vyas also became a cult figure among youths in the State wanting
to join the police force.

In 1989, he founded the elite Greyhounds [1] police unit to counter anti-naxalite operations also Special
Investigation Branch (SIB) that provided intelligence support on the subject. He became joint director of
the Andhra Pradesh Police Academy (APPA). Vyas was high on PWG's hit list because he was the architect
of the elite Greyhounds to be exclusively involved in anti-naxalite operations in the state. Thou he was
moved out of anti-Naxalite task force, he was consulted regularly on operations.

He was assassinated at gun point by the naxalites of PWG on 27 January 1993 while jogging at Lal Ba-
hadur Stadium in Hyderabad. He was the first IPS officer to be killed by Naxalites. Later, the Greyhounds
was revived with full vigour and a specialised intelligence cell named the Special Intelligence Bureau (SIB)
was created to help Greyhounds locate the target. The main accuser of his killing Nayeem was gunned
down by police on August 8, 2016. A police complex has been named after Vyas in Vijayawada and an an-
nual memorial lecture is given at the AP state police Academy.

K.S. VYAS
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It was November 13, 1993. Young IPS officer G.Paradesi Naidu was theSuperintendent of Police for Mahbubnagar district. Maoist has blown
up forest guest house and a RTC bus. The dynamic Paradesi Naidu com-
ing back from Somasila after inspecting the crime scene and appealing to
the people not to extend cooperation to the Maoists. Somasila village is
in thick forest of Nallamala. Usually senior police officers do not venture
out to such areas soon after Maoist action. But Paradesi Naidu went there
to inspect and interact with people. That too with limited manpower in a
private. As convey returning the bus in which the SP and other personnel
were travelling was blown off and it went up in the air coming in contact
with the live high power cables resulting in electric short circuit.

So brave was Paradesi Naidu ordered and motivated his subordinate
staff with him to fight back when he has already lost two legs in land mine
blast and bleeding profusely. Asked them not give a chance to single left
wing extremists from the scene. While the injured police personnel were
still in shock, the Maoists opened gunfire asking the cops to surrender. The SPs words worked wonders
and those who were in a position to handle weapons retaliated. The pitched battle went on for two hours
until reinforcements came. However, Paradesi Naidu bled to death by the time the gunfight was over. He
himself fought and breathes last at the place itself. Beside Paradesi Naidu others including Sub Inspectors
A.Shiva Prasad – T. Kishore Kumar, Head Constable M.V.Ranga Reddy, and Constables Sheik Haider-
Md.Iqbal-YVS Prasad-S.Subash-Jayaramulu lost life in fighting with Maoist that fateful day. 

Paradesi Naidu comes from a highly educated, socially conscious family. He is son of Justice G.Ra-
manujulu Naidu. He did MA with Economics and was Goldmedalist. Always shouldered responsibilities,
however challenging they are with trade mark smile on his face.

G PARADESI NAIDU

G KRISHNA PRASAD

Additional Superintendent of Police (Intelligence) G. Krishna Prasad was
shot to death along with his gunman G.Venkateswar Rao This has hap-

pened on November 29 1992 Brindavan Colony in Tolichowki area when
they were raiding an allegedly ISI sponsored hideout of a Kashmiri terrorist
outfit. That cold November morning has turned out to be very hot for AP Po-
lice department and left Krishna Prasad family with unbearable lifelong pain. 

Krishna Prasad for had gone to search a house following inputs about
some terrorists hiding in a house at Brindavan Colony in Tolichowki area of
Old city. Information about the hideout was given by two Kashmiri terrorist
nabbed by police a day before. The officer did not thought, that the terrorists
may be armed with automatic rifles like Kalashnikovs. He knocked at the

door and terrorist became alert and sent their female associates. Two unsuspecting girls opened the door and
tried to prevent Krishna Prasad from making his way into the house. In the meantime, the terrorists opened
fire with the automatic rifles head constable Venkateshwer Rao received first bullet and fell. Courageous
Krishna Prasad got into the house firing from his service revolver only to receive rain of bullets from auto-
matic rifles killing him instantaneously.

However, the valour of Krishna Prasad and his gunman did not go in vain. Since Krishna Prasad opened
fire from his service pistol in reply to the gunfire from AK56 rifle, the girls received some bullet wounds
and came to a hospital for treatment but were caught. Subsequently, they were interrogated and the terror
module was neutralised.
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Chadalawada Umesh Chandra was a courageous and sincere IPS offi-
cer known for his great leadership qualities, effective law and order

management skills and humanitarian outlook. This young Post Graduate
from Osmania University has set new benchmarks in all areas he has
worked. When common people -constabulary -junior police officers ad-
mired and adored him Maoist – factionist – antisocial terrified by his
courageous actions. Fearing total elimination where ever Umesh Chandra
has been posted Maoists shot dead him dead on busy Sanjeeva Reddyna-
gar junction Hyderabad city on September 4, 1999 in broad daylight. In
spite of lack of proper security at that juncture he fought bravely.

Umesh Chandra was commanded unquestioned loyalty and respect
from his colleagues. He took keen interest in addressing the problems of
the police personnel at home front. He ensured that basic facilities such
as water and power connections and road facility were provided for the
residential colonies of the police personnel.

While working as the Superintendent of Police, he organised flood relief operations in Kadapa district,
without the support of any NGO or the government. He also founded Warangal Police Jagruthi Brundam
to dissuade the left wing extremists from wrong path. Umesh Chandra worked hard to curb the Maoist
menace wherever he worked. He conducted some of the best operations in the annals of AP Police history
to curb the Maoist menace. Umesh Chandra in his very short span of 33 years life left impression on all
who know him which can never fade for life time.

UMESH CHANDRA
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The Maoists and anti-Naxal force
of Andhra Pradesh and Odisha

had fierce gun battle   Odisha's
Malkangiri district on Andhra
Odisha Border (AOB) They came
face to face on two days in the last
week of October. Including their top
leaders, 28 Maoists were gunned
down in a gun-battle with security
forces in giving a major blow to the
ultras. A senior commando of the
elite anti-Naxal force, Greyhounds
of Andhra Pradesh was also killed,
while another commando was
injured in the encounter that took
place in the cut-off area of remote
Chitrakonda on Andhra-Odisha
border. According to police, the
outlaws were holding a plenary
session when they were surprised by

the security personnel. Malkangiri
served as a major transit belt of the
Naxals. In September 2013, as
many as 13 Maoists were killed in
an exchange of fire with the police
in the Padia area of Malkangiri
district.

At least six top Maoists are
believed to be among those killed in
24 Maoist killed on first day,
October 24. They are east division
secretary Ramachandra Reddy alias
Chalapathi, his wife and Nandapur
area committee secretary Aruna,
Malkangiri-Koraput-Srikakulam
divisional committee se cretary and
AOB SZC member Gajarla Ravi
alias Uday, AOB SZC member
Venkataramana alias Ganesh,
Munna, son of Andhra-Odisha
border special zonal committee
secretary Ramakrishna alias RK,

and Koraput divisional committee
secretary Ch Krishnamurthy alias
Daya. All of them carried a reward
of up to Rs 20 lakh each. In a fresh
exchange of fire with cops, four
more naxalites were killed in the
wee hours of October 25, in
Odisha's Malkangiri district taking
the Maoist death toll to 28.
However, local sources claimed that
the bodies were discovered during a
combing operation by the security
forces on next day morning and that
they were killed in earierday's
encounter. Body of a slain Maoist
was taken away by the naxalites
after the gun battle, the local sources
added.

Gajarla Ravi, who took part in
peace talks with the AP government
in 2004 along with top Maoist
leader Ramakrishna, had been

Blow to Maoists
28 killed in AOB encounter
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functioning as the
MalkangiriKoraput-Srikakulam
division committee secretary. Some
reports suggested Ramakrishna,
who hails from Guntur district in
AP, gave the slip to police from the
encounter site even as unconfirmed
reports suggested his son Munna,
who joined the Maoists recently,
was among those killed. There were
eleven women among the slain
Naxalites. Apart from the two top
Maoist leaders killed in the
encounter, the remaining dead ultras
belonged to area committees,
division committees or military
formation teams.

Some high-ranking Maoist
leaders, including Uday and
Chalapati who carried heavy
rewards on their heads, were
suspected to be among those killed
in the encounter that took place in a
mountainous forest area between
Bejingi and Muchiputam under

Panasput grampanchyat, the police
said. Two senior Greyhounds
commandos, who were injured in
the gun-battle in the wee hours, had
been airlifted to Visakhapatnam for
treatment and one of them,
identified as Abubacker, succumbed
to injuries in a hospital there. The
other commando is undergoing
treatment

"The bodies of 24 Maoists,
including that of some women, were
recovered from the site after the
joint operation conducted by the
Odisha police and Greyhounds,
while a few of the rebels are
suspected to have fled," Malkangiri
SP Mitrabhanu Mohapatra said.

The operation was launched on
the basis of intelligence inputs,
Odisha GDP K B Singh said 10
rifles, four AK-47 rifles, three
SLRs, kit bags and huge
ammunition have been recovered
from the site and search operation

was continuing. There was
information about the presence of
cadres of Andhra Odisha Border
Special Zonal Committee in the area
and Odisha police teams also got it
verified that Naxal camps were
operating there, the DGP
said."Since the area is located in the
cut-off area on Andhra-Odisha
border, the operation was launched
from the other side and Greyhounds
took the lead," Singh said.

The operation is seen as a
revenge of the attack on June 29,
2008 when Maoists had ambushed
a boat carrying Greyhound jawans
in the reservoir at Alampaka.
Altogether 38 persons, including 35
Greyhound jawans from Andhra
Pradesh, had been killed in the
attack.

Meanwhile, civil society leaders
have demanded an inquiry by a
sitting judge of the high court into
the encounter.
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India will completely seal the
border with Pakistan by De-
cember, 2018 by using all ef-

fective means including
technological solutions. Home
minister Rajnath Singh has an-
nounced this in second week of
October. Speaking to media after
reviewing the security situation on
border with ministers and officials
of four states, Singh said India is
planning to seal the  entire stretch
of 3,323-km-long border between
the two countries by December
2018 and a proper monitoring
mechanism would be in place at
the central and state government
levels for it. The decision comes
in the wake of rising India-Pak-
istan tension after the September
18 attack on a military base in
Jammu and Kashmir and the later
"surgical strikes" on "terror launch
pads across the Line of Control."

Singh chaired the meeting at-

tended by Rajasthan chief minister
Vasundhara Raje, deputy CM of
Punjab Sukhbir Singh Badal, Gu-
jarat and Rajasthan's home minis-
ters Pradeepsinh Jadeja and Gulab
Chand Kataria respectively and
Jammu and Kashmir chief secre-
tary Brij Raj Sharma, an official
said.

He also mooted setting up a
border security grid for which
suggestions have been invited
from all the concerned stakehold-
ers including the states which
share border with Pakistan. "It is
"Border Security Grid" a new con-
cept. We will be framing guide-
lines after getting suggestions
from all stake holders," Singh
said.

The home minister said that
the government was determined to
completely seal the borders with
Pakistan by December 2018 and
added that the project will be pe-
riodically monitored by home sec-
retary at the central level, BSF

from the security forces perspec-
tive and chief secretaries at the
state level. Under the action plan
of sealing the border, technology
will also be used. Like we have
riverine and Sir Creek area in Gu-
jarat, there we will make maxi-
mum use of technology for
effective sealing of border. Asked
about the ongoing tension and de-
teriorating relations between India
and Pakistan, Mr. Singh said the
nation must have full faith in its
Army. “We will take all steps to
ensure that the nation's security is
not risked. Just as a farmer pro-
tects his crops, our soldiers will
protect the country.”

Senior BSF officials were
present at the meeting here which
reviewed security arrangements
on the border in the wake of ten-
sion between India and Pakistan
after surgical strike by army on
terror camps across the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir.

India to seal border with Pakistan
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Remembering the unforgettable
A Commemoration week was observed by Police department from 15-10-2016 to 21-10-2016 throughout

the State. Units and Battalions have conducted variety of programmes in all Districts:
First Indian Police Martyrs Memorial Run (IPMMR) remembering the brave men and women who
sacrificed their life in the line of duty was organized on 16th October. The event was organized in

Association with Ministry of Home Affairs Government of India. Beginning this Year IPMMR aims to
make this annual Calendar event with the support from all the central armed Police Forces and Central
Police Organizations among Others. The race was started at Peoples Plaza, Necklace road Hyderabad.
On Police Martyr’s Day Commemoration Parade was held at Police Martyrs Memorial, Goshamahal
stadium, Hyderabad. Tributes paid at the Martyrs’ Memorial. The arms were reversed and two minutes

silence was being observed in the honour of the departed souls.
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Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao has
presented a golden crown

worth Rs 3.70 crore to goddess
Bhadrakali in Warangal. He has
presented it to the goddess on the
behalf of the state government on
October 9 on the occasion of Devi
Navarathri. The crown, weighing
11.7 kg, was specially made to
order by the Telangana government.
This was done for fulfilling his vow
on formation of separate Telangana
state. According to official sources,
the expenditure for making the
ornaments was drawn from the
Common Good Fund of the
Endowments Department (meant
for renovation of dilapidated
temples) of the state government.

Telangana chief minister has
embarked on a mission to fulfil his
vow to gods and goddesses by
presenting them with gold
ornaments worth crores of rupees,
for realising his dream of the
formation of Telangana state. He
had made different vows during
separate statehood agitation for the
fulfilment of the goal. He had taken
a vow to present a Saligrama
Haram (lotus model golden
necklace) and a five-row Kante
(carcanet) to Lord Venkateshwara
of Tirumala among other gods and
goddesses. Though decision of
KCR’s to present the ornaments
was approved by the Telangana
Cabinet earlier is criticized by
opposition parties. They say though
KCR had taken the vow in his
individual capacity before the state

formation, he is now spending
money from the public exchequer
to keep his promise.  The
Opposition is finding fault with
KCR for misusing public money.
“This is inappropriate in
democracy, wherein public money
is being misused for religious
practices. It would have been more
appropriate had KCR made such
donations from his own pocket,”
Pradesh Congress Committee
president Capt N Uttam Kumar
Reddy said. Sources close to KCR
refute this and made clear that it
was not the individual decision of
the chief minister to present gold
ornaments to the deities. The
decision of the Cabinet keeping in
view the aspirations of the people
of Telangana in achieving the
separate state.

KCR presents golden
crown to Bhadrakaali
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Nearly two-and-half years
after it came into exis-
tence as India's 29th

state, Telangana's map was re-
drawn on Viajyadasimi festival
day, October 11 with the creation
of 21 new districts. As a Dasara
gift to people, the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) govern-
ment unveiled the new dis-
tricts with an aim to improve
administration at the grass-
roots level. This has taken the
total number of districts in
India's youngest state to 31.

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao formally inau-
gurated Siddipet district at
11.13 a.m., the auspicious
time set by astrologers. Sid-
dipet is the home district of
the chief minister and carved out
of Medak district. Before unveil-
ing the plaque, KCR unfurled the
national flag and performed reli-
gious rituals. Twenty other new
districts were inaugurated simul-
taneously by his cabinet col-
leagues. The chief minister's
reorganization of districts was an-
other step towards sustainable de-
velopment and creation of golden
Telangana. He claimed that the
move will help in effective moni-
toring and implementation of wel-
fare schemes. He said the officials
will be able to pay attention to the
development of each and every
poor family.

Telangana, which has a popu-

lation of 3.5 crore, was carved out
of Andhra Pradesh and it came
into existence as India's 29th state
on June 2, 2014.

State Assembly speaker

S. Madhusudhana
Chary inaugurated Jayashankar
district while council chairman K.
Swamy Goud launched Jangaon
district. Both these districts are
being carved out of existing
Warangal district.

Warangal Rural, another dis-
trict being carved out of existing
Warangal, was inaugurated by
deputy chief minister Kadiam Sri-
hari. Another deputy chief minis-
ter Mohammed Mahamood Ali
inaugurated Jagitial district, cre-
ated out of existing Karimnagar
district.

Sixteen other districts inaugu-
rated on that day were; Yadadri,
Peddapally, Kamareddy, Medak,
Mancherial, Vikarabad, Rajanna,

Asifabad, Suryapet, Kothagudem,
Nirmal, Wanaparthy, Na-
garkurnool, Mahabubabad, Jogu-
lamba and Medchal (Malkajgiri).
Barring Hyderabad, the existing
10 districts have been split into
three or four districts. TRS, in its
election manifesto, had promised
to create 14 new districts but the
demands from various regions
forced it to increase the number.
The government last month is-
sued draft notification for creat-

ing 17 new districts
but later decided to

create four more districts
in view of strong demands

from various sections.
Though the protests were on

for creation of more districts in
different parts of the state, the
government made it clear that
there will be no further addition.

On an average, each district
will have population of two to
four lakh families, except Hyder-
abad where the number is much
large. The government has also
created 25 new revenue divisions,
125 new mandals, four new po-
lice commissionerates, 23 new
police subdivisions, 28 new cir-
cles and 91 police stations.

Opposition parties have criti-
cized the government for reorgan-
izing the districts in an
'unscientific' manner. Congress
party's Telangana unit president
Uttam Kumar Reddy said the
government carried out the
process in an irrational and unilat-
eral manner.

TS map redrawn with
21 new districts 
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India's latest communication satellite GSAT-18
was successfully launched by a heavy duty
rocket of Ariane space from the spaceport of

Kourou in French Guiana. GSAT-18, built by the
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO), aims at
providing telecommunications services for the
country by strengthening ISRO's current fleet of 14
operational telecommunication satellites.

The European launcher Ariane-5 VA-231 blasted
off and injected GSAT-18 shortly after orbiting co-
passenger Sky Muster II satellite for Australian
operator NBN (National Broadband Network) in a
flawless flight lasting about 32 minutes. ISRO,
which has been dependent on Ariane-5 rocket for
carrying its heavier satellites, is developing GSLV
Mk III for this purpose. Weighing 3,404 kg at lift-
off, GSAT-18 carries 48 communication
transponders to provide services in Normal C-band,
Upper Extended C-band and Ku-bands of the
frequency spectrum. GSAT 18 is an important
satellite for us that will enable the continuity of the
vital communication services in our country by
replacing the currently ageing satellites.

GSAT-18 that aims at providing
telecommunications services for the country by

strengthening ISRO's current fleet of 14 operational
telecom satellites was launched into a
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO) about 32
minutes after the lift-off. GSAT-18 is the 20th
satellite from ISRO to be launched by the European
space agency and the mission is the 280th for
Arianespace launcher family. 

Announcing the successful launch of the satellite,
Arianespace CEO Stephane Israel tweeted: "We take
great pride in our strong relationship with ISRO!
Tonight marks 20 sats. Launched for India's space
agency & more to come. Congrats!"  ISRO
Chairman A S Kiran Kumar, who watched the launch
from the mission control centre. "I am really
delighted this evening having witnessed another
glorious and flawless lift-off of Ariane-5 VA-231
flight that carried GSAT-18 and Sky Muster II
successfully. Like on all previous occasions,
Arianespace has again provided us a magnificent
textbook launch," Kumar said. Kumar said the next
step after the successful launch of GSAT-18 was to
carry out a series of man-oeuvres before positioning
it in its orbital location. Designed to provide
continuity of services on operational satellites in
these bands, GSAT-18 with a mission life of about
15 years, carries Ku-band beacon as well to help in
accurately pointing ground antennas towards the
satellite. Television, telecommunication, VSAT and
digital satellite news gathering were a few of the
services that GSAT 18 will support in coming days,
he added.

Pointing out that two more satellites GSAT 17
and GSAT 11 were getting ready for the launch by
Arianespace during early next year; Kumar said
"realisation of both these satellites is in advanced
stage". While GSAT 17 is an important satellite for
replacing our satellites, GSAT 11 will be the first
generation of high- throughput satellite of ISRO.
Both of these upcoming launches are crucial for the
Indian Space Programme according to ISRO. 

ISRO's launches
GSAT- 18 satellite
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For the first time in a
decade, Air India has re-
ported profit. For the year

2015-16 it has shown an operat-
ing profit of Rs 105 crore. Aided
by lower fuel costs and higher
passenger numbers, even as the
national carrier incurred a net
loss after interest of Rs 3,837
crore in the same period. The air-
line, which is working to improve
its financials, had an operating
loss of Rs 2,636 crore in 2014-15.

During its meeting in third
week of October, the Air India
board approved the financial
numbers for 2015-16 and the car-
rier has reported an operating
profit of Rs 105 crore. This is the
first time since 2007 -- when the
erstwhile Indian Airlines was

merged with Air India -- that the
national carrier has made an op-
erating profit.

Having an operating profit in
a decade is an encouraging sign
for the airline, which is seeking
to turn around its fortunes amid
stiff competition, sources said. A
decline of nearly 31 percent in
fuel costs in the last financial
year compared to the year-ago
period was a key factor in the air-
line becoming operationally prof-
itable. The airline's net loss after
interest declined to Rs 3,837
crore in the last fiscal, from Rs
5,859 crore in 2014-15. However,
in 2015-16, the carrier saw its
revenue slide to Rs 20,526 crore,
from Rs 20,613 crore in 2014-15.
Non-operating expenses like in-
terest cost and others constituted
18.4 percent of the total cost
while fuel cost accounted for 24
percent, sources said.

According to the sources, the
benefits of lower fuel costs were

passed on to passengers, which
are also reflected in terms of
lower yield during the last fiscal.
Yield -- an indicator of ticket
prices -- declined by 7.7 percent.
The average ticket price last fis-
cal stood at Rs 8,700. In 2015-16,
Air India carried 18 million pas-
sengers, an increase of 6.6 per-
cent compared to 16.88 million in
2014-15.

Indicating improved operat-
ing performance, EBITDAR
(earnings before interest, tax, de-
preciation, amortization and
rentals) rose to Rs 3,587 crore
last financial year, from Rs 1,436
crore in 2014-15.

Last fiscal, the airline's capac-
ity deployment and aircraft uti-
lization went up by 4.8 percent
and 7.5 percent, respectively. It
had forex loss of Rs 352 crore in
2015-16.

Air India is staying afloat on
a Rs 30,000-crore bailout ex-
tended by the government. 

First time in a decade 

Air India records
operating profit
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Atotal black money of Rs.
65,250 crore have been

evoked after the first quarter of
the Income Declaration Scheme
ended on September 30, 2016. Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley has
announced 64,275 people have
declared this amount, which is
planned to be used for social se-
curity purposes. Given the tax
rate and penalty of 45 per cent,
this can potentially fetch the gov-
ernment a little under Rs 30,000
crore. He also said the figures
may go up as soon as all the dec-
larations filed online and manu-
ally, are compiled together.
Adding that “Rs 8,000 crore have
been assessed out of HSBC list,”
Jaitley also said that the govern-
ment had taken various steps to
unearth black money at the “do-
mestic and foreign level.” 

Jaitley said that “IDS 2016
was not an amnesty scheme like
VDIS of 1997 as the government
didn’t intend to benefit non-tax
compliant vis-a-vis tax compli-
ant. The outcome of IDS 2016 is
a positive sign as more and more
people were becoming tax com-
pliant.” He also added that “The
government had conducted
search operations to uncover
black money. Rs. 56,378 crore-
undetected income has been un-
covered through search opera-
tions.” “Roughly, the declarations
work out to Rs 1 crore per declar-

ant. Some will be higher, some
will be lower,” he said, without
naming anyone. Arun Jaitley also
cleared that the money collected
would go into the Consolidated
Fund of India and will be used for
social security purposes. And at
the same time he assured that,
“We won’t give any specific in-
formation on tax declarants.” It is
great that our country is changing
and people are taking responsibil-
ity of their black money. Hope-
fully the amount collected could
be of lot more use for the eco-
nomically challenged section of
the society.

Central Board of Direct Taxes
chairperson Rani S Nair said,

“We expect tax collection of Rs
30,000 crore from the IDS decla-
rations.” 

But IDS provided an opportu-
nity to people to convert their il-
legal income and assets clean by
declaring them under the four-
month window and pay 45% tax
and penalty. Prime Minister con-
gratulated Revenue Secretary Dr.
Hasmukh Adia and Central
Board of Direct Taxes chairper-
son Rani Nair on twitter by say-
ing, “Their team had put
tremendous effort into all aspects
relating to IDS-2016.” Nair re-
sponded to the wish by saying
that, “He was “grateful” to PM
Modi for congratulating him.” 

IT disclosure scheme
`65,250cr. are out
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Russia's state-controlled oil
giant Rosneft and its part-
ners took over India's sec-

ond biggest private oil firm Essar
Oil in an all-cash deal valued at
about $13 billion(Rs 88,000
crore).  Rosneft bought a 49 per-
cent stake in Essar Oil's refinery
port and petrol pumps,
whileNetherlands-based Trafigura
Group Pte, one of the world's
biggest commodity trading com-
panies, and Russian investment
fund United Capital Partners split
49 percent equity equally. The re-
maining 2 percent is held by mi-
nority shareholders after delisting
of Essar Oil. The deal was an-
nounced as Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met Russian pres-
ident Vladimir Putin during a
meeting of the leaders of the
BRICS countries in Goa. 

The deal has an enterprise
value of close to $13 billion,
which includes Essar Oil's debt of
$4.5 billion and about $2 billion
debt with the Port Company and
power plant. Also, the near $3 bil-
lion dues to Iran for past oil pur-
chases will continue to be on

Essar Oil books.
Essar Oil, part of a steel-to-

ports conglomerate controlled by
the billionaire Ruia brothers, op-
erates a 405,000-barrels-a-day re-
finery at Vadinar in Gujarat. The
refining complex also has a cap-
tive power plant as well as a port
and terminal facilities.

Essar Oil said it has signed two
agreements for the sale. "The first
sale and purchase agreement en-
visages the sale of 49 percent to
Petrol Complex Pte Ltd (a sub-
sidiary of PJSC Rosneft Oil Com-
pany); the second envisages the
sale of the remaining 49 percent to
Kesani Enterprises Company
Limited (owned by a consortium
led by Trafigura and United Cap-
ital Partners) at an enterprise val-
uation of Rs 72,800 crore ($10.9
billion). "An additional Rs 13,300
crore ($2 billion) will be paid for
the acquisition of Vadinar Port,
which has world-class storage and
import/export facilities," it said

The deal would help the Essar
Group, one of India's largest and
most indebted conglomerates,
trim its about Rs 88,000 crore
(over $13 billion) debt and ward
off creditor pressure. The acquisi-

tion is the biggest foreign acquisi-
tion ever in India and Russia's
largest outbound deal. The all cash
deal is expected to close in first
quarter of 2017.

The 20 million tonne oil refin-
ery in Vadinar accounts for 9 per-
cent of India's total refining output
and is supported by a 1,010 MW
captive power plant. "The all-cash
deal encompasses Essar Oil's 20
million tonne refinery in Gujarat
and its pan-India retail outlets,"
said Prashant Ruia, director, Essar
Group. The closing of the transac-
tion is conditional upon receiving
requisite regulatory approvals and
other customary conditions. They
are expected to obtain the relevant
approvals before the end of this
year. "The additional Rs 13,300
crore that the new stakeholders
have agreed to pay is for the 58
million tonne deep draft port in
Vadinar that helps in importing
crude and exporting finished prod-
ucts," Ruia said.

The deal includes the refinery
as well as the Vadinar port and
more than 2,700 retail gas stations.
The initial transaction will not in-
clude a power plant serving the re-
finery, which could be transferred

`88k crore deal
Russian group buys

ESSAR OIL
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later after getting necessary ap-
provals. Initially, Ruias wanted to
shed only 49 percent in favour of
Rosneft but the $3.2 billion they
would have got from the Russian
company wasn't enough to pay off
the $4.5 billion debt on the com-
pany's books. 

A larger 74 percent stake was
offered to Rosneft but that idea
was dropped as the Russian com-
pany faces US sanctions and by a
virtue of its majority stake Essar
Oil too would have come on that
list. At this stage, Trafigura was
roped in and offered 24 percent
stake. Trafigura, which has close
ties to Rosneft, was to finance its
acquisition by taking loan from
Russia's VTB Capital, part of
state-controlled bank VTB.
Sources said Trafigura may at a
later stage transfer its stake to
Rosneft.

Last year, US Treasury's Of-

fice of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) had issued a Crimea
Sanctions Advisory, adding Ros-
neft and its subsidiaries to its Sec-
toral Sanctions Identifications List
in retaliation for the Russian's in-
vasion of eastern Ukraine. Entities
on this list are subject to economic
and trade sanctions on grounds
that they pose a risk to US national
security and are in violation of US
foreign policy objectives.

The deal includes the Vadinar
refinery as well as the Vadinar port
and more than 2,700 petrol
pumps. A power plant serving the
refinery as well as company's
coal-bed methane (CBM) blocks
are not included in the deal. As
part of the deal, Rosneft-Trafigura
will also take over the debt of
Essar Oil and the port and termi-
nal company.

Russia is seeking to expand its
energy ties in Asia amid tensions

with the West sparked by
Moscow's annexation of Crimea
in 2014. Rosneft, the world's
largest listed oil producer by out-
put, is looking at south Asia for
downstream investments as it sees
the region as becoming a fast-
growing market for its oil.

India -- which depends on im-
ports for about 80 percent of its
needs -- is set to taking over from
China as the main driver of global
oil demand growth this year. India
is the world's third-largest oil con-
sumer, behind China and the US.

Russia ranked 20th among
countries with a total investment
of just about $1.2 billion in India
in the last 16 years. Mauritius
gave nearly $96 billion, while Sin-
gapore and the UK have invested
$46 billion and $23 billion each in
India. Oil sector attracted about
$6.68 billion in foreign invest-
ment.
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BY SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probe into the
activities of Maoist turned

don Nayeem lifting the lid of
worms tin. According to
information available till last day of
October the documents SIT has
submitted to the Hyderabad High
Court and Bhuvanagiri court have
revealed the names of at least three
politicians including the deputy
chairman of Telangana Legislative
Council Nethi Vidyasagar and five
police officers including an
Assistant Superintendent.

During the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
interrogation, several witnesses and
victims of Nayeem told the SIT that
Nethi Vidyasagar, TRS parties
Nalgonda district leader Chintala
Venkateshwer Reddy had links with
Nayeem. Several names of top
police officials also cropped up
during the investigation. Of the
Police official so far named by SIT
in documents submitted to court
includes Maddipati Srinivasa Rao-
Malineni Srinivasa Rao -
Mastanwali- Bura Rajgopal- Sai
Manohar. All these politicians and
police officers are either belonging

to Nalgonda district or worked in
that district during hay days of
Nayeem.  Nethi Vidyasagar is from
Nakirekal in Nalgonda district.
Venkateshwar Reddy, who
unsuccessfully contested the 2014
assembly elections on a Congress
ticket, is now an important
functionary of the ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samiti (TRS) in Nalgonda
district. 

These politicians and few more
belonging to a leading social group
in the district, according to police
sources SIT has found was hand in
glove with Nayeem. “Their
association with Nayeem is no
secret. Some of them would attend
the ‘Urs’ - a religious programme -
organised by Nayeem at a dargah
close to his house in Bhuvanagiri,”

said a police officer. Mayhem used
to organise the annual event even
when he went into hiding as police
were looking out for him in
different cases. He would bear
expenses of the programme
indirectly, but one of these
politicians would be the front man.  

SIT has mentioned Vidyasagar,
Venkateshwer Reddy and five
police officials’ names in
documents submitted to courts.
These leaders and police personnel
have forced many land owners to
transfer their property in the name
of his benamees and had received
parts of those properties as their
cuts. Nayeem's relatives also
confessed during the interrogation
that they settled several disputes
with the help of these politicians

Politicians &
police with
Nayeem links

SIT opens worms box

Nethi Vidyasagar Chintala Venkateshwer Reddy
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and police officials. Benamees of
these politicians, police officials
made it clear to police that they are
not real owners of the lands
grabbed and registered on their
names. “We neither paid for those
lands nor have any documents of
them with us. We just fallowed
what they (Politicians and police
officials) instructions to sign on the
papers.” Benamees told SIT
investigators.

The diary of slain gangster
Mohammad Nayeemuddin alias
Nayeem has provided information
about Politicians, Police and Media
persons who helped and benefited
by his mafia activities.  But initially
investigators, especially Nalgonda
police were only concentrating
rural journalists, allegedly benefited
by Nayeem. Once SIT is formed
things started changing. Only after
Chief Minister K.Chandrashekar
Rao clearly instructed them to take
action against politicians and
officials who had connections with
slain gangster Nayeem focus
shifted to real beneficiaries of
Nayeem Mafia Empire. Sources
said that the Chief Minister
discussed the SIT report on
Nayeem’s atrocities, involvement
of his henchmen in various crimes
including murders, assaults, land-
grabbing and settlements besides
tacit support of some politicians
and officials in these issues, with
DGP Anurag Sharma and CMO
officials. According to sources So
far, 80 persons have been arrested
in 72 cases and investigation is on
by SIT in Hyderabad, Nalgonda,
Mahbubnagar, Nizamabad and
other districts besides in states like
Goa and Chhattisgarh where he
allegedly parked money and bought
properties. After the Chief Minister
was briefed about the SIT
investigation till date, and

involvement of some politicians
and officials with the renegade
Maoist now action is expected to be
taken against some key persons.

With this background the stage
is almost set for axing these
politicians, officials and some
others who have been proved to
have rubbed shoulders with.
Telangana Legislative Council
deputy chairman Nethi Vidyasagar
is expected to be the first politician
to face the punishment for close
links with the gangster, according
to the latest media reports. It is said
that TRS is gearing up to clean up
the party before the next Assembly
and Council sessions. TRS
supremo K Chandrashekhara Rao

is said to have already taken
decision to remove him from the
deputy chairman's position soon
after Diwali. Naradasu Laxmana
Rao, a close associate of KCR,
may replace Vidyasagar.This latest
episode in Nayeem and
beneficiaries of his nefarious
activities is creating tremors in
ruling party leaders and some
others in opposition parties as well.
Chief Minister KCR being keen in
dealing the sensational Nayeem
issue with complete transparency is
expected to send a strong message
across the country that Telangana
government doesn't spare anyone
in keeping safe law and order
situation in the State.

Maddipati Srinivasa Rao, ASP
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Fashion conscious working
women in the country are
driving up the growth of

India's $9 billion worth luxury
market. They account for overall
market share of about 15 percent.
A recent survey by Associated
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry of India (Assocham) has
revealed this trend. Growing
number of young working
women (with high paying jobs)
having increased awareness of
global fashion and beauty trends
are driving up the demand for
high-end luxury products and ac-
cessories across various segments
be it jewellery, watches, apparels,
footwear, cosmetics and others,
noted a report-cum-survey con-
ducted by the Assocham. 

India is home to over 1,200
ultra-affluent women with a com-
bined net worth of about $100 bil-
lion with majority of them being
in Ahmadabad, Bengaluru, Chen-
nai, Delhi-NCR, Hyderabad,
Jaipur, Kolkata, Mumbai and
Pune, the report said. "As profes-
sional women are emerging as the
new decision makers and make
most of their household pur-
chases, it is imperative for luxury
brands to open dedicated
women's stores and expand their
product offerings to build long-
term relationships with this new
breed of luxury spenders," D.S.
Rawat, Secretary General of As-

socham, said. 
Luxury industry is becoming

more female dominated as
women's brands have experienced
a steep rise he added. Considering
the low levels of penetration cur-
rently even as an increasing num-
ber of affluent women are
entering the consumption curve,
there is a huge scope for leading
global luxury retail brands to ex-
pand their India footprint, by fo-
cusing on "women special"
product portfolio and carrying out
innovative marketing campaigns. 

For the survey, Assocham in-
teracted with about 500 working
women in an annual salary
bracket of Rs 5-10 lakh in Ah-
madabad, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi-NCR and Mumbai to gauge
their shopping habits during Au-
gust-September this year. About

20 percent of the total respon-
dents said they purchase only lux-
ury products owing to their
quality control and easy availabil-
ity both online and offline. A ma-
jority of the women said they buy
at least one luxury product when-
ever they go shopping and have a
plethora of luxury products lined
up in their wish list. Jewellery,
watches, apparel and accessories,
personal care and electronic prod-
ucts are top five categories for
women luxury buyers in aforesaid
centres. Rising purchasing power
coupled with growing awareness
of global brands and with the lux-
ury products distribution penetrat-
ing well beyond large metros to
other smaller cities will contribute
to the growth of luxury industry
in India, noted the survey-cum-
analysis.

Working women drive
Indian luxury industry
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The number of women on
boards in India has dou-
bled over the past six

years. It rose to 11.2 per cent in
2015, from 5.5 per cent in 2010.
According to the Credit Suisse
Research Institute's bi-annual CS
Gender 3000 report, the Asia-Pa-
cific has shown significant
progress in gender diversity and
India has closed the gap with a
global average of 14.7 per cent. 

While there is evident of
progress in female representation
at the board of director’s level,
this positive trend does not carry
over to the participation of
women in senior management.

"India saw a slight decline in
management diversity, from 7.8
per cent in 2014 to 7.2 per cent,"

the report said. India is the sec-
ond-lowest in the region in terms
of female representation at a sen-
ior management level, behind
Japan and South Korea (both at
2.3 per cent). 

Globally, boardroom diversity
has increased from 12.7 per cent
at the end of 2013 to 14.7 per cent
at year-end 2015. The top 5 coun-
tries with the highest percentage
of women represented on corpo-
rate boards are Norway (46.7 per
cent), France (34 per cent), Swe-
den (33.6 per cent), Italy (30.8
per cent) and Finland (30.8 per
cent).naming the 12 Asia-Pacific
countries surveyed, Australia has
the highest representation of
women in the boardroom (20.1
per cent).

The Credit Suisse Research
Institute has mapped 27,000 sen-

ior managers at over 3,000 largest
companies globally. The report
noted that companies with greater
boardroom diversity continue to
be rewarded with excess returns.
"Of the 265 Asia-Pacific compa-
nies with over USD 10 billion
market capitalisation, those with
at least one female board member
delivered 58 per cent outperfor-
mance in share prices from 2006
to July 2016," the report noted.

Meanwhile, Emerging Asia
(China, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, South
Korea, Taiwan and Thailand) also
saw higher levels of gender di-
versity in finance and strategy
roles compared with the 2014 re-
sults. Women make up 14.1 per
cent of CFOs globally, with
Emerging Asia -- China in partic-
ular -- leading with a 22 per cent
female representation, the report
said.

The report debunked the
Queen Bee syndrome, which ar-
gues that women who have made
it to senior positions actively seek
to exclude other women from
promotions into top management.
As per the report, female CEOs
globally are more likely to sur-
round themselves with other
women in senior roles. Female
CEOs are 50 per cent more likely
than male CEOs to have a female
CFO and 55 per cent more likely
to have women running business
units. 

Success in 6 yrs.
Women on boards doubled 
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Carbon dioxide is a world-
wide problem right now.
If we can use it, then

we’re preventing it from going
into the atmosphere. Scientists
have accidentally discovered a
way to reverse the combustion
process, turning carbon dioxide
(CO2) back into a fuel. Re-
searchers at the Oak Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory in the US used
complex nanotechnology tech-
niques to turn the dissolved gas
into ethanol. Because the materi-
als used are relatively cheap, they
believe the process could be used
in industrial processes, for exam-
ple to store excess electricity gen-
erated by wind and solar power.
The researchers had hoped the
technique would turn carbon
dioxide into methanol, but
ethanol came out instead.

Dr Adam Rondinone, lead au-

thor of a paper about the experi-
ment that was published in the
journal Chemistry Select, said:
“We're taking carbon dioxide, a
waste product of combustion, and
we're pushing that combustion
reaction backwards with very
high selectivity to a useful fuel.
“You can use it (ethanol) in the
current vehicle fleet, right now,
with no modifications. “Carbon
dioxide is presently a major envi-
ronment problem. If we can use
it, then we're preventing it from
going into the atmosphere.”

The team made a catalyst
made from carbon, copper and
nitrogen and an electric current
was then used to trigger a reac-
tion. They had expected the
process to be much more compli-
cated. “We discovered somewhat
by accident that this material
worked, “Dr Rondinone said.
“We were trying to study the first
step of a proposed reaction when

we realised that the catalyst was
doing the entire reaction on its 

“Ethanol was a surprise. It’s
extremely difficult to go straight
from carbon dioxide to ethanol
with a single catalyst.” The solu-
tion of CO2 dissolved in water
was turned into ethanol, with a
yield of 63 to 70%.

“That means that of all the
CO2 and electricity going into it,
you don't waste much of it. The
majority of it ends up converted
into ethanol,” Dr Rondinone said.
“A process like this would allow
you to consume extra electricity
when it's available to make and
store as ethanol, “Dr Rondinone
said, adding, “This could help to
balance a grid supplied by inter-
mittent renewable sources.

“The researchers are now
working to improve the effi-
ciency of the process and find
out more about the catalyst's
properties.

Pollution
turned to fuel  
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By mid 2020s a map of
human body will be
available with description

of its cells that could transform
researchers' understanding of
human development and disease.
Scientists launched a global
initiative to map out and describe
every cell in the human body in a
vast atlas. The atlas, which is likely
to take more than a decade to
complete, aims to chart the types
and properties of all human cells
across all tissues and organs and
build a reference map of the healthy
human body, according to scientists
involved.

The project is currently led by a
team from the Broad Institute of the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and Harvard in
the United States, the Sanger
Institute and Welcome Trust in
Britain. The plan is for research
teams and funders worldwide to
collaborate. By making the atlas -
essentially a vast database of
cellular detail -freely available to
scientists the world over, the
scientists hope to transform

research into human development
and the progression of diseases
such as asthma, Alzheimer's and
cancer. The human body is made of
trillions of cells ¬ the fundamental
units of life ¬ which divide, grow
and take on distinct functions in the
embryo, event ally leading to
different cell types such as skin
cells, neurons or fat cells.

Cells are fundamental to
understanding the biology of all
health and disease, but scientists
cannot yet say how many we have,
how many different types there are,
or how they differ from one organ
to another, one project leader said.
“The human cell atlas initiative is
the beginning of a new era of
cellular understanding, “Sarah
Teichmann, head of cellular
genetics at Britain's Sanger
Institute, has announced. “We will

discover new cell types, find how
cells change across time during
development and disease, and gain
a better understanding of biology,
“she said.

Until recently, scientific
knowledge of cells has been limited
to what can be found out by looking
at them under microscopes, or by
genetically analyzing clumps of
hundreds or thousands of cells and
finding their average properties.
But technological advances in a
field known as single-cell genomics
means researchers can now
separate individual cells from
different tissues and organs analyze
their properties and measure and
describe which molecules are
produced in each.

“We now have the tools to
understand what we are composed
of, which allows us to learn how
our bodies work, and uncover how
all these elements malfunction in
disease,“ said Aviv Regev of Broad
Institute, who is working on the
initiative.“We believe a successful
description of all the cells in the
healthy human body will impact
almost every aspect of biology and
medicine in decades to come. “

Sten Linnarsson, a
neuroscientist at the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm as said that
the atlas could prove invaluable for
a disease like Parkinson's, which is
caused by the steady loss of
neurons that produce a chemical
called dopamine in the brain. One
hope for a future therapy is to grow
fresh dopamine-making cells in the
lab, and then inject them into the
brain. A cell atlas would help
reassure scientists they had grown
the right cells to implant.

Google maps for the body, soon
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According to researchers,
drinking water which
contains no carbohydrates,

fat or protein – key factors for
obesity – may help avoid overeating
and thus lead to a healthier weight. 

The study findings suggest that
hydration may deserve more
attention when thinking about
addressing obesity on a population
level. The findings showed that
people who are obese and have a
higher body mass index (BMI) are
more likely to be inadequately
hydrated. 

On the other, people with
inadequately water content are also
likely to be obese and have a higher
BMI. Staying hydrated by drinking
water and eating more water-loaded
fruits and vegetables can help with
weight management, especially in
obese individuals. In addition,
people with higher BMIs, who are
expected to have higher water needs
might also demonstrate behaviours
that lead to inadequate hydration,
the researchers said.

For the study, published in

Annals of Family Medicine journal,
the team looked at a nationally
representative sample of 9,528
adults. Roughly a third of the adults,
who spanned ages 18 to 64, were
inadequately hydrated.

"Staying hydrated is good for
you no matter what, and our study
suggests it may also be linked to
maintaining a healthy weight," said
lead author Tammy Chang,
Assistant Professor at University of
Michigan, in the US. However, "the
link between hydration and weight
is not clear. Our study further
explains this relationship on a
population level using an objective
measure of hydration," Chang
noted.

For a long time, drinking water
has been thought to help with
weight loss. Many other studies
have also shown that drinking more
water may benefit weight loos and
maintenance .Drinking water
increases the amount of calories you
burn, which is known as resting
energy expenditure.  In adults,
resting energy expenditure has been
shown to increase by 24–30%
within 10 minutes of drinking water.

This lasts at least 60 minutes.
Advice on fluid needs should be
included in weight loss advice, the
researchers said. Recommendations
vary, but the Institute of Medicine
suggests 3.7 liters of water daily for
men and 2.7 liters  for women, from
all food and beverages combined.
Water also can be found in water-
laden foods such as apples, celery,
cucumbers, plums, and watermelon,
to name a few. Heavier people need
to consume more fluids than
slimmer ones, the study authors
said.  While coffee and other
caffeine-containing drinks can act as
diuretics, they don’t seem to boost
dehydration risk, experts say. You
can count them in fluid intake,
Chang said,”but I wouldn’t
recommend drinking coffee to
hydrate.”

Water can be really helpful for
weight loss. It is 100 percent
calorie-free, helps you burn more
calories and may even suppress
your appetite if consumed before
meals. The benefits are even greater
when you replace sugary beverages
with water. It is a very easy way to
cut back on sugar and calories.

Water as secret
to weight loss

Latest study confirms

Water might be a secret
weapon for dieters, research
involving nearly 10,000 adults
suggests. Water can be the key
ingredient in the fight against
the ever-burgeoning waistline,
finds a latest study
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